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Old fences have to go. Photo: Peter Wood 


QUIET WATERS 


1986 has seen one of the most exciting developments at Falcon during the College’s 
history—the Quiet Waters Conservation Project. The idea of fencing off an area of native 
Matabeleland to preserve and study the unspoiled bushland in which we live has involved a 
very wide cross-section of the members and friends of Falcon. Residents of the College are 
becoming more used to seeing a member of staff showing a delegation of diplomats around the 
grounds, or in earnest conversation with the owner or driver of a bulldozer. Involvement is the 
watchword of the Quiet Waters Scheme—whether it be the labours of a first-year repairing an 
anti-erosion bolster on a road, or those of a more senior boy who is tacking a number toa tree as 
part of his biology fieldwork. And the involvement goes much further than this. It has been a 
stated policy of the Headmaster that Quiet Waters should enjoy a high priority in the 
activities of the School. Schoolboys, staff, the museum, the Wildlife Association, the Tree 
Society, foreign embassies in Harare and local inhabitants alike have all shown a sustained 
interest in the scheme over the year. What began as a fairly modest idea is growing on a weekly 
basis before our eyes. A year ago Quiet Waters Farm was exposed to a whole range of ecological 
hazards: fire, poachers and indiscriminate use of the land. Little was known about the exact 
quantity of game in the area and scientific understanding of its behaviour and migration was 
sparse. Now, at the end of 1986, some of these problems are being overcome and in their wake 
others inevitably spring up. 

One man who has been at the centre of activity since Quiet Waters was first thought of is 
Gordon Macdonald. In August 1985 he began work by bringing together the expertise on the 
bush which he found amongst the Falcon staff. Falcon has recently enjoyed a sudden importation 
of experts in one field or another of conservation; and together they form a nucleus of interest 
on any topic to do with the bush. Nor are those interested all new to us. A major influence on 
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Gordon Macdonald and John Gass with the fencing team in action. 
Photo: Bob Funnekotter 


the entire scheme is E.J. Marais, who now lives in the old farm house on Quiet Waters, where 
he is ideally positioned to keep an eye on the park. He and others have perceived the potential 
of the area both in terms of its geological substructure and in terms of the plant and animal 
succession. The first point to be agreed upon by the newly-constituted committee was that the 
area had to be contained by a good fence asa task of first priority. There were two main reasons 
for this: firstly, any wildlife within the fence needed to be protected from possible interference 
from outside; and secondly, by defining the boundaries of the park the:fence was to give an 
identity to the area and toset limits to the sphere of influence of the conservation project. The 
last thing anybody wanted was a zoo, nor did anyone envisage an orphanage. Instead the 
concensus of opinion was that Quiet Waters should be a forum for research and careful 
observation—in short a unique opportunity to learn more of the local area and to impart that 
learning to boys at Falcon and to people beyond. 


From the start, Quiet Waters has been a mixture of a few good ideas and a lot of practical 
application of knowhow and sheer physical hard work. The line of the fence had to be laid out 
across the bush—and this was done so accurately that most people’s first reaction to it 
nowadays is how straight it is. Roads had to be repaired or in some cases pioneered altogether. 
And all of this had to be done with the forthcoming 1986 rains in mind. Macdonald and team 
decided that the deadline date for closing the fence had to be November ’86. They little 
dreamed then of the problems that they would face: the raw materials for the fence had to 
come from far and wide, and in some cases were unavailable or else available only sporadically. 
Problems of supply beset them from the word go,, and are still the major obstacle to fulfilling 
the first phase of the project on time. But it is also true to say that they little dreamed of the 
help that would be forthcoming. Parents of boys at Falcon have responded magnificently to 
requests for help. Wildlife societies across the country have shown great interest. The Royal 
Netherlands Embassy became the Project’s major sponsor in 1986, with a donation of $10 000 
towards the scheme’s initial phase. 


Erosion control in the Sandveld area—an Oates House task. 
Photo: Peter Wood 


What is the value of Quiet Waters? That depends. If you are a schoolboy, the scheme 
provides you with a fantastic educational asset—an opportunity to study your environment in 
a controlled way, and to enjoy it. Falcon boys in 1986 have been a major force in the actual 
development of the land. They will look back upon their days at Falcon and see Quiet Waters 
as a thing of value in the inception of which they played an important part. Quiet Waters is, 
first and foremost, for the boys; and already it has inspired some of them to exhibit capacities 
for hard work or for leadership where hitherto there had been less opportunity. What about the 
permanent residents in the area? They stand to benefit too. One of the committee members is 
Mr. Victor Masuku, who was born in the district. He probably has more knowledge of the 
social history of Quiet Waters than anyone else in the area, and he has been putting this to 
direct effect. Landmarks are reverting to the names which his researches have uncovered, and 
his anecdotes of the early days near Quiet Waters have done much to fill out our understanding of 
and appreciation for our predecessors here. The project has become something more than a 
hobby for him and in his free time he directs a labour force on construction work in the park. A 
great deal of interest in the project has been shown by the local inhabitants, and a working 
rapport has been set up with Carlisle School. The Carlisle children are constant visitors, and 
through co-operation between Carlisle and Falcon staff several talks have already been given 
to them. It is intended that our facilities should eventually be shared by all the schools in this 
part of the province. A Natural History Centre has been set up in the Art School block as a 
work-space related to Quiet Waters. It has already proved a very versatile facility. The 
National Museum staff have had occasion to use it for research. The Museum staff have had a 
long relationship with Falcon on the annual expeditions and now the relationship has been 
made more concrete, with boys enjoying the privilege of being able to learn from experts at 
various times throughout the year. When not in use as a workshop or laboratory, the Centre 
can become a museum offering displays on open days to inform parents of the activities of the 
Natural History Society. It also serves as a reference library and data recording centre. The 
approach in 1987 will be very modern, with a video system installed for information display, 
and with the possibility of a computer being brought in for data processing. What if you are an 
Old Boy? It is very difficult to predefine the role that an Old Boy might play at Quiet Waters, 
but help has already come from various sources. One Old Boy, a surveyor, has helped by 
establishing accurately-surveyed beacons which can be used eventually for the construction 
of areference grid for scientific purposes within the park. Others are already giving invaluable 
help behind the scenes. Another project to be begun in 1987 is the building of a large, open 
rondavel on a hill roughly in the middle of Quiet Waters. It is hoped that this will be funded 
from donations by Old Boys, and will serve as a teaching area within the park. 


It has been said before that the reaction of parents of boys, past and present, to the project 
has been superb. Indeed, it is true to say that Falcon has been lucky to have been visited this 
year by anumber of men and women of considerable vision, expertise and practical experience; 
and these have had a significant formative influence upon the project in its first full year. The 
support which Quiet Waters has drawn in 1986 has been nationwide and thise has been very 
largely due to a few parents and friends of the College who have seen the potential in the 
scheme and have brought their own wide-ranging interests and influences to bear in its favour. 
Quiet Waters will always be indebted to friends such as these. Parents of the College have also 
been reaping the benefits of the project. Now, when they visit their sons, they can use the 
picnic sites which have been positioned at the foot of Black Kopje, now called Usandisa. 
Furthermore it is envisaged that they may one day soon be able to camp at a site in the 
Wilderness Area, outside the Game Fence. 


Much of the effort that has gone into Quiet Waters has been pioneering in nature—and 
that in its widest sense. We live in a place and an age where book-learning is only a small aspect 
of education, and where the printed word is surpassed in importance by the luxury of true 
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experience. Never has it been clearer that there are no substitutes for enthusiasm and for 
involvement at every level to ensure the success of a plan of action. The Falcon Boy of today 
will emerge the richer for the unique opportunity he has been given—the opportunity to 


participate in and tobe a part of anew project which brings him closer to his heritage and to the 
richness of the land. 


G.M. Tattersfield 


Concerned with conservation. Tredgold members with an orphaned kudu—victim of snaring. 
Photo: Ron Hartley 


Board of Governors 1986 


Chairman: M.J.L. DAVIS, Esq. 
Members: F. BRYCE-HENDRIE, Esq., M.A.(Oxon) 
D.M. CAMPBELL, Esq. 
A.F. COULSON, Esq. 
D.J. DIVETT, Esq., C.L.M. 
W.I. HALE, Esq. 
J.B. HENDRIE, Esq., M.A.(Oxon) 
C. KABASA, Esq. 
C.M. KENDALL, Esq. 
Senator Chief KAYISA NDIWENI 
P.C. NICOLLE, Esq. 
L. NKALA, Esq. 
P.L. PARSONS, Esq. 
J.M. PATTISON, Esgq., B.Sc. 
A.W. RACKHAM, Esgq., C.A.(R) 
Dr. C.R. SAUNDERS, M.B.Ch.B., D.T.M. & H. 
IT. WERNER, Esq. 
Secretary and Treasurer to the Trust: T.A. TAYLOR, Esq., B.Com., C.A.(S.A.), C.A.(Z) 
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Staff — Third Term, 1986 


Headmaster: P.N. TODD, H.P.T.C.(Rhodes) 
Second Master: I.K. STEWART, B.A.(Rand) T.T.D. 
Senior Master: J.I1. STANSBURY, M.A.(Cantab) 
G. ARMSTRONG, M.A.(Edin) Dip.Ed.(Oxon) 
R.B. BREBNER, B.A.(Hons)(UZ) Grad.C.E. 
T.M. CUNNINGHAM, B.Sc.(Hons)Liverpool 
J.M. DUNPHY, M.A.(Hons) (Oxon) 
D.J.M. FLEMING, B.A. U.E.D.(Rhodes) 
R.B. HARRISON, B.A.(Hons)(Dunelm) 
R.R. HARTLEY, B.A.(Natal), Grad.C.E.(Zim) 
W.M. HERRING, M.A.(Hons)(Cantab) 
R.J. HOOLE, B.Sc.U.E.D.(Natal) M.A.(S.A.), A.T.C.L. 
Mrs. S.A. HOOLE, B.A.(U.C.T.) 
Mrs. S.M. JACKSON, B.A.(Hons) (Stellenbosch) 
T. KHUMALDO, B.A. Dip.Ed.(U.S.L.) 
A.M. Le GRANGE, B.Sc.(U.C.T.) 
Mrs. S.L. Le GRANGE, B.Sc.Chem.(U.C.T.) 
G.A.MACDONALD, B.A.(Hons)(Natal), P.C.E.(London), F.R.G.S. 
Mrs. H.A.AMACDONALD, B.A.(U.C.T.), P.C.E.(London). 
E.J. MARAIS, B.Sc. S.T.D.(U C T.) 
Mrs. M. MARAIS, B.Sc.(U.C.T.) 
T. MATATU, B.Sc.Grad.C.E.(U.B.L.S.)(U.Z.) 
T.D. MIDDLETON, M.A.(Hons)(St. Andrew’s) C.Ed. 
Mrs. T.W. MYLNE, C.Ed.(T.T.C.) 
G.D.G. NOBLE, B.Sc.(Hons)(St. Andrew’s) 
L.M. REYNOLDS, C.Ed.Dip.Phys.Ed.(Hons)Loughborough 
P.J. ROSELT, B.A.(Natal) H.D.E.(S.A.) 
G.M. TATTERSFIELD, M.A.(Cantab) F.R.A.S. 
A.A. TAYLOR, N.D.D., A.T.D.(London) 
J.W. VAN WYK, B.Sc.(Hons)(S.A.) Rhodes Scholar 
P.G. WESTWOOD, B.SC.(Hons)(U.C.T.) 
Bursar: G.H.M. DARKE 
Sanatorium Sisters: Mrs. S. DARKE, S.R.N. 
Mrs. M. FOLLWELL, S.R.N., S.C.M. 
School Doctor: L.P.H. ffrench-CONSTANT, M.A., B.M.B.Sc.(Oxon) 
Tuck Shop: Mrs. M. TAYLOR 
Caterer: A.J. McINTOSH 
Clerk of Works: H.J. HOUSE 
Estate Manager: J. GASS 
Housekeeper: V. MASUKU 
Laundry Matron: Mrs. E. HOUSE 
Bursar’s Secretary: Mrs. C.J. FLEMING 
Accountant: B.H.W. HOWES, C.A.I.B.(S.A.) 
Librarian: Mrs. S.A. HOOLE 
Headmaster’s Secretary: Mrs. G.M. GASS 


College Prefects 


R.G. DIXON — Head of School S.M. SMITH — Head of Hervey 
R. JUDGE — Head of Chubb S.H. SCOTT — Head of Oates 
A.H. MIRTLE — Head of Founders P.R. DOLLAR — Head of Tredgold 


B.D. HENDERSON — Head of George Grey W.H. SCHULTZ — Chapel Prefect 


Prefects 


Chubb — K.G. FRANCEYS, R.P. FUNNEKOTTER, R.V. HYDE, 
D.M. KIRKMAN, D.S. PAYNE, H.S. ROSS 

Founders — J.W. ARMITAGE, A.C. BRUK-JACKSON, M.P. LISTER, 
V.M. MOYO, K.J. WILLIAMS, G.N. FRANKLIN 

George Grey —R.G. HITCHCOCK, M.R. PATTISON, W.H. SCHULTZ, 
J.S.V. SPARKS, G.S. TROTT, R.B. KRUGER 

Hervey —S.R. DELLER, P.D. DOLLAR, S.N. PHILP 
R.P. TUCKER,, A.S. WESTWAY 

Oates — R.K. FRASER-MACKENZIE, A.M. FURBER, P.M. SMITH 

Tredgold — B.P. BYDAWELL, S.P.G. GEORGE, M.L. HAMMOND, 


S.A. MILLS, H.B. WHEELER 


COLLEGE PREFECTS 1986 
(Back row) S. SCOTT; W. SCHULTZ; S. SMITH; R. JUDGE 
(Front row) P. DOLLAR; R. DIXON; The Headmaster; H. MIRTLE; B. HENDERSON 
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Headmaster’s Speech at Prize-Giving 1986 


Mr. and Mrs. Davis, Ministry officials, members of the Board, guests, parents, staff and 
boys of the College may I extend a very warm welcome to you all on this, the most important 
event of the school calendar. We are indeed sorry that the Prime Minister has been unable to 
accept our invitation to open our new laboratories and to address us this morning, and hope he 
will be able to honour us with a visit in the near future. My sincere thanks to Mr. Davis, 
Chairman of the Board, for so kindly being prepared to step into the breach at such short 
notice—I know you will find what he has to say not only interesting but very much up-to-date. 
At this point I would like to place on record both Falcon College’s and my own deep apprecia- 
tion for Mick Davis’s tireless efforts on behalf of the Independent Trust school movement. 
Very few people are aware of how much time, energy and straight hard work he continues to 
offer in an effot to ensure the continuance of our type of school. Whilst offering thanks and pay- 
ing tribute I must include all members of the Board and Ministry officials, with whom I have 
established an harmonious working relationship,, and let me assure them of my sincere 
appreciation for their understanding and kind assistance on so many issues. 


I should like to thank publicly all Falcon boys for their hard work and impressive 
achievements in the classroom, in the cultural field and on the sports fields, and to the Pre- 
fects for their total support and hard work to ensure the smooth running of the College and the 
maintenance and improvement of standards. 

Finally in the category of thanks—the entire Staff: those responsible for food, grounds, 
buildings and health as well as the administrative and academic duties, both husbands and 
wives—what can I truthfully say! I have found your support, criticism, hard work, humour 
and total co-operation both stimulating and humbling. May I not be found lacking in the 
deserving of such commitment and loyalty. 


Whilst the year has been one largely of success for the College, there have been moments 
of stress and soul-searching on my part. For those of you with a wife I need hardly emphasise 
the joint nature of one’s shared responsibility whether, formally or not, recognised. For my 
part it would simply not have been possible for me to survive, much less preserve some 
measure of equilibrium had it not been for a caring, courageous and truly supportive wife. I 
take this opportunity to publicly acknowledge Sue’s vital part in my career. 


I have mentioned my times of depression and soul searching and must now briefly 
explain. What do impressive academic, sporting and cultural achievements count in the long 
run against a basic failure to know how to conduct oneself socially? Iam concerned about an 
increasing number of young people who are losing their sense of values, both moral and social. 
They seem unable to distinguish between “having lots of fun” and abusing their own and other 
people’s dignity, and often property. I accept there always have been and always will be a 
small number of youngsters and adults who behave anti-socially to draw attention to them- 
selves. But I believe much more thought and concern need to be given, and efforts made to 
impress on youngsters the dangers of such matters as smoking (invariably accompanied by 
furtive and underhand behaviour in school situations) alcohol, and now “sniffing”, and drug 
taking. Forgive my impertinence but I believe school children should be told fairly and 
squarely where parents stand in respect to these issues. 

Unless the parents and the schools are prepared to work together on these matters I 
believe we shall be betraying the needs and lives of our children. Let us now unite with the 
young folk in an effort to rid our society of a cancer which is slowly but surely destroying the 
youth of much of the western world. The well known adage — “United we stand, divided we fall”, 
has never been more pertinent. 


“Communication and bridges” are to form the combined theme of what I have to say 
today. Good communication insists on flexibility and genuine concern; and communication 
with young people can only work where there is mutual trust, not simply mindlessly pleasant 
agreement but a trust based on the ability to disagree and yet establish healthy relationships. 
We, teachers and parents, must realise that our job is not to change human beings. It is to com- 
municate effectively enough so that the correct set of stimuli are provided whereby young peo- 
ple can find the means to motivate themselves. Communications can now be linked to the 
second part of my theme—‘‘Bridges”’, which was the title to the 1985 Headmasters’ Con- 
ference in Britain and is equally relevant in Zimbabwe today. 


Atno time in the history of our young and vital country has it been more essential to mend 
or to build bridges. The bridges to which I refer are links between ourselves and the other parts 
of the educational system with which it is important that we are in harmony. “No man 
is an island, entire of itself” as John Donne has told us, and we must remember that our island, 
“the Trust School”, can never exist in isolation. Education is a unity and we are part 
of it. I see a pattern of islands, each linked with one another and each linked to the mainland 
by many bridges. 

The first bridge links us with other schools and the state system. Each kind of school pro- 
vides a standard of comparison for the other in friendly and open competition which is of 
mutual benefit to them both: a new development which will certainly help is the introduction 
of our own markers for Cambridge, requiring a massive training programme for teachers from 
all types of schools—this will mean training side by side and will bring teachers together in a 
professional and academic activity in which we all have a shared responsibility. This will 
strengthen the links already existing through subject teachers’ associations. We have done 
much on our own to encourage this by involving the College in community service movements 
involving local schools and those even further afield in Bulawayo itself where we regularly 
carry out coaching programmes in various sports. Our exciting new Quiet Waters Conserva- 
tion Project is designed to bring our school into a close and harmonious working relationship 
with those less advantaged than ourselves. I am confident that these practical examples of 
shared action are our best chance of building bridges with the other schools. 


The second bridge is with industry and commerce. Here not enough is being done and the 
problem requires careful planning in close relationship with commerce. Whilst an important 
role is being played by the careers staff and department, Government careers days and careers 
talks organised by charitable organisations, there is certainly room for further activities to 
help the youth appreciate the opportunities which exist in the adult world. In this day and age 
videos and T.V. series etc. provide a wonderful opportunity for commerce and industry to put 
their case across. It is so important that our pupils are aware of the part they can and ought to 
play by making careers in industry and those who, for good reason do not, should at least be in 
no kind of doubt that industry matters—for all of us. 


The third bridge is with Tertiary Education—here we must encourage and develop a very 
close working relationship with our university, polytech, training and agricultural colleges 
and the various company trade schools. It is so crucial to both pupil and the country that 
young folk are fully aware of the value of courses offered and the approach engendered by these 
institutions. It is my fervent hope that it will be in this area that a major government involve- 
ment and thrust will be made in the near future. It is not easy to organise visits and I am fully 
aware of the tremendous pressures under which these institutions function but for the benefit 
of a large percentage of our shcool leavers it is crucial that more information is available 
to them. 


My final bridge is the one linking us to the mainland, the Government. Unfortunately 
over the past few years this has become a highly sensitive area, made so, I believe, largely asa 
result of a lack of communication—we have failed to “educate” Government with regard to 
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the vital réle we are playing in this vibrant and exciting country, Zimbabwe. We can do more 
than most schools. We are better equipped and have a highly qualified and professional staff 
and so are more advantageously placed to produce young men more adequately prepared to 
face up to the challenges of the future. It is because of our advantages that we have been able to 
spread our influence—we run a pre-school for 83 children, a primary school for 200, evening 
adult education classes for 76 employees, the Quiet Waters scheme, our coaching pro- 
grammes—none of these would be possible under the State system.. Should we be forced to 
change, a rough calculation is that some 500 local non-members of the College would be dep- 
rived of our educational efforts. We must convince the authorities that we are doing a 
good job. 

We, the Trust Schools, must not believe we are the ‘panacea’ for all educational ills, make 
extravagant claims of our own worth or resort to window dressing (‘‘a beautiful frame doth not 
a picture make’’). We must, however, be vibrant, responsive, imaginative and sensitive. 


Our Government is a people’s Government and I make the plea that while “the School is 
the concern of the people—it must not be the exclusive concern of the State”. Whatever the 
challenges ahead I have total confidence that, working in harmony with Government, with 
vigilance, sensitivity and true professionalism in the best sense, we can continue to develop 
those personal qualities which will provide the strongest armour of all for our pupils in a 
rapidly changing and challenging world. 


Very brief resumé of Chairman’s Address on Speech Day 


After reviewing the possible problems inherent in the new Education Bill and the very 
real problems faced and overcome in the last few years, the Chairman of the Board of Governors, 
Mr. J.M.L. Davis, went on to consider the work to be done. He felt that we must work within 
the system to break down suspicion and redress some of the imbalances. The school must 
reflect the conditons prevailing in this country. Saying that the College has done much in the 
field of Community effort, Mr. Davis mentioned help given by school boys to Carlisle School, 
Mzingwane School and the Sacred Heart Home; the Adult Night School, the teachers for 
which are all schoolboys; and the Quiet Waters Poject. None of this has been easy but Staff, 
Parents and boys have participated whole-heartedly in these and in various fund raising 
projects. 

Mr. Davis went on to speak of the difficult task of maintaining Falcon’s standards and 
character while keeping the fees at a reasonable level. The new Science Labs are now in use; 
much of the equipment in them was bought with funds from the Beit Trust. These and the new 
computer network help to enable Falcon’s pupils to compete with others all over the world on 
equal terms. 


Mr. Davis ended his address by wishing the leavers well in the future. 


FORM I 


FORM II 
FORM II 


FORM IV 


LOWER VI 


UPPER VI 


SPECIAL PRIZES: 


Prize Winners — 1986 


Form Prize: R.S. EDWARDS 

Good Work Prizes: L.K. CROCKETT, R.E. KUIPERS, 
B.G.J. STREET, C.J. WYLIE 

Form Prize: A.J. FLETCHER 

Good Work Prizes: D.W.R. LASHBROOK, N.M. PARKER 
Form Prize N.J. GRANT 

Good Work Prizes: G.I. ANGUS, R.O. FOLLWELL 
English: M.E. GELMAN 

French: S.C. WENMAN 

Afrikaans: M.V. FICK 

History: G.R. NEMAPARE 

Geography: M.J..R. LASHBROOK 

Mathematics: M.C. LASSMAN 

Physics: G.M. PATTISON 

Chemistry: ALM. VAN EEDEN 

Biology: M.M. NYONI 

English: D.S. KENDALL 

History: S.N. DIX 

Geography: M.R.A. SAUNDERS 

Mathematics (Applied): A.J. FRASER-MACKENZIE 
Mathematics (Pure): T.M. NDEBELE 

Physics and Chemistry: A.J. FRASER-MACKENZIE and 
W.D. HOLLAWAY 

Biology: P. GORGOLIS 

English: S.P.G. GEORGE 

History: R.K. FRASER-MACKENZIE 

Geography: M.L. HAMMOND and S.P.G. GEORGE 
Mathematics (Further); R.P. FUNNEKOTTER 
Mathematics: R.G. HITCHCOCK 

Mathematics: S.D. DESAI 

Physics: R.P. FUNNEKOTTER 

Chemistry: R.P. FUNNEKOTTER 

Biology: R.P. FUNNEKOTTER 

Handwriting: L.G. KUTTNER 

Reading (Junior): R.S. EDWARDS 

Reading (Senior): H.B. ROBERTS 

Best Speaker’s Prize (Junior): R.O. FOLLWELL 

Best Speaker’s Prize (Senior): M.R.A. SAUNDERS 
Agg-Manning Cup (Speech and Drama—Senior): H.B. ROBERTS 
Music: D.J. VAN WYK 

Art (Junior): C.R. ALLEN and M.A. NDLOVU 
Current Affairs (Junior): L.E. DUBE 

Current Affairs (Senior): V. VUMA 

Kim Margesson Memorial Trophy: S.C. WENMAN 
John Lamb Trophy: A.S. WESTAWAY 

Thomas Prize (Sciences): R.P. FUNNEKOTTER 
Greaves Trophy: P.R. DOLLAR 

Governor’s Trophy: S.M. SMITH 

Headmaster’s Prize: R.G. DIXON 
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Examination Results — 1986 


‘A’ LEVEL (Distinctions are marked with an * and S Level with (S) ) 


K.G. Bailey 
C.A. Beattie 
T.E. Beavon 


S.P.W. Bell 
K.P. Butler 

J.F. Chance 

R. Chiwandire 
A.C. Cooper 
D.S. Cozens 
O.M. Davies 
D.C.R. Desmond 
A.R. Dix 

R.M. Evans 


R.P. Funnekotter 


C.N.D. Gawler 
D.L. Grobbelaar 
R.F. Hall 


P.J. Heymans 
S.P. Higgins 
C.T. Hinde 
R.G. Hitchcock 
1.A.L. Hughson 


Z.M. Johnson 
R.T. Knight 
A.L.R. Laurie 
A.J. Lister 
A.J. Mackenzie 
S.J. Nicholson 
R.A. Pereira 
A. Playford 
N.S. Pringle 
C.J. Quinton 
S.H.W. Reed 
P.N. Ridley 
H.B. Roberts 
H.S. Ross 
S.H. Scott 
S.M. Smith 
M.J. Ternouth 
G.S. Vrey 
M.R. Webb 
G.C. Werner 


English, History 

Pure & Applied Maths, Physics, Chemistry 
Pure Maths, Applied Maths, Pure & Applied Maths *, 
Physics, Chemistry 

Applied Maths *, Physics *, Chemistry 
Geograhy(S), Biology 

History 

Geography, Art 

Pure & Applied Maths 

Maths, Chemistry 

Pure & Applied Maths 

Pure & Applied Maths *, Chemistry *, Physics 
History, Geography 

Pure & Applied Maths 

Pure & Applied Maths 

History 

Geography 


Pure Maths *, Applied Maths, Pure & Applied Maths *, Physics *, 


Chemistry * (S) 

Pure & Applied Maths *, Chemistry *, Physics * 
Geography, Biology 

Geography, Biology 

Pure & Applied Maths 

Applied Maths, Pure Maths *, Pure & Applied Maths *, 
Physics, Chemistry 

Pure & Applied Maths 

Pure & Applied Maths 

Physics, Chemistry 

Pure & Applied Maths, Physics, Chemistry 
Biology 

Physics 

Pure & Applied Maths *, Physics *, Chemistry *(S) 
Pure & Applied Maths, Physics, Chemistry 
English, Geography 

Pure & Applied Maths, Physics, Chemistry 

Pure & Applied Maths, Physics, Chemistry 

Pure & Applied Maths, History 

Pure & Applied Maths 

Pure & Applied Maths 

Pure & Applied Maths 

Pure & Applied Maths 

Pure & Applied Maths, Chemistry * (S), Biology * (S) 
English, History, Geography 

Pure & Applied Maths, Physics, Chemistry 

Pure & Applied Maths, History, English 


a1 


M.B. Woodhouse Geography, History 
G.K. Wright Pure Maths, Applied Maths, Pure & Applied Maths, 
Physics, Chemistry 


Examination Results — 1985 
‘O’ LEVEL 


9 passes A.J. Fraser-Mackenzie, J.J. Jackson 

8 passes K.B. Carnegie, A.G. Conolly, LC. Franceys, S.I. Gibbs, P. Gorgolis, M.G. Heymans, 
W.D. Hollaway, S.J. Mortleman, T.M. Ndebele, N.G. Paterson, L.A. Pereira, 
I.R.H. Rainbird, M.R.A. Saunders, R.F. Townsend, A.S. Ward 

7 passes G.R. Barlow, R.J. Barnes, A.B. Bing, N.H. Cameron, M.E. Carney, N.R. Crossland, 
M.R. Davenport, N.J. Desmond, D.M. Foster, J.S.H. Hale, S.A. Hall, 
D.M. Hatton, M.H. Heathcote, J.D. Henderson, D.S. Kendall, D.S.. Koullas, 
G.J. Longden, D.S. Payne, R.L. Perry, S.N. Philp,, D.J. van Wyk, A. Waungana, 
M.C. Welman, A.S. Westaway, B.J.T. Whewell 

6 passes S. Barwell, E.G. Conolly, G.S. Cooper, S.N. Dix, D.J. Follwell, M.A.C. Reed. 
A.D. Sinclair, A.W. Thompson, J.G. Varden 

5 passes B.D. Davies, J.A. Fearon, N.K. Hammond, A.H. Mirtle, L.F.H. Nesbitt, 
P.N.H. Nethersole, C. Papadopoulos, P.D. Reed, S.T.D. Reid, B.E. Saunders, 
R.B. Taylor, C.S. Truman 

4 passes 'I’.G. Alexander, G.K. Bruk-Jackson, M.I. Harrison, D.P. Nicolle, D.S. Reynolds, 
R.A. Smith, K.J. Williams 

3 passes R.V. Hyde, S.R.B. Linder 

2passes A.C. Bruk-Jackson, A.M. Downing, G.V. Saunders 


’ 


SUBSIDIARY 


4 passes TT. Dube, R.P. Funnekotter, V.M. Moyo, S.M. Smith 

3 passes P.J. Annesley, B.P. Bydawell, A.C. Cooper, P.R. Dollar, R.M. Evans, 
K.G. Franceys, G.N. Franklin, A.M. Furber, M.L. Hammond, R. Hassim, 
I.M. Hornby,R.E. Jamieson, R.T. Knight, R.B. Kruger, T.J. Lupepe, 
M.R. Pattison, H.S.Ross, S.H. Scott, D.C. Shaw, V. Vuma, P.M. Wood, 
Q.J. Wray 

2 passes J.W. Armitage, H.R. Barbour, D.S. Cozens, S.R. Deller, R.G. Dixon, R.K. Fraser- 
MacKenzie, R.G. Hitchcock, R.A. Hoskins Davies, Z.M. Johnson, R. Judge, 
M.P. Lister, S.A. Mills, H.B. Roberts, W.H. Schultz, I.G. Smith, J.S.V. Sparks, 
D.M.M. Storrer, A.W. Taylor, G.S. Trott, R.P. Tucker,, H.B. Wheeler 

1 pass R.J. Barnes, N.H. Cameron, M.I. Connell, M.R. Davenport, M.K. Dube, 
D.J. Edwards, M.D. Fallon, S.J. Fielder, S.P.G. George, P.M.M. Jackson, 
D.M. Kirkman, I.T. Martin, M. Papadopoulos, C.J. Quinton, A.R. Reed, 
G.F. Rudolph, P.M. Smith 


Bursaries and Scholarships 


Our congratulations to P. Heymans and R. Pereira on the award of Murray McDougal 
Scholarships for 1986. 


The new year brought the exciting news that Andrew Stobart, Head Boy in 1982 has been 
awarded a Rhodes Scholarship. He has just graduated from Natal University with a B.Sc. 
Agric. cum laudae and intends to study for a M.Phil. in management studies at Oxford. 
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Citations — Term I, 1986 


D.J. VAN WYK For organ playing in the chapel in 1985 and 1986. 


eos } For their assistance with hosting at school functions. 


H.B. ROBERTS 
R.G. DIXON 
K.B. CARNEGIE 
Z.M. JOHNSON 
C.S. TRUMAN 
R.M. WICKHAM 
G.J. TAYLOR 
N.J. DESMOND 


For exceptional dedication to the success of the school 


A.M. FURBER | 
| play. 


eae om For outstanding backstage assistance with the school play. 
H.B. WHEELER 
H.R. BARBOUR 
T. HOBANE 

T. DUBE 


For steady hard work in teaching evening classes. 


Sports Citations — Term I, 1986 


R.G. HITCHCOCK For Cross-country organisation. 
D.J. BEATTIE For exemplary organisation of athletics stewards. 


“50 Club” Award 
M.R.A. SAUNDERS For exemplary organisation of athletics stewards. 


Citations — Term II, 1986 


P. GURNEY For dedication and responsible assistance in connection with 
set construction and backstage control. 


M.E. LISTER For dedication and responsible assistance in connection with 
set construction and a highly competent réle on-stage. 


G.R. NEMAPARE For hard-working and loyal contributions towards the paint- 
M.D. WENHAM ing of sets in the past four successive school productions. 
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R.P. TUCKER 


M.A.C. REED 
IL.R.H. RAINBIRD 


S.D. DESAI 
D.J. VAN WYK 
A. WAUNGANA 


K.G. FRANCEYS 


For efficient and conscientious execution of his duties as 
Library Prefect. 


For loyal and conscientious service in the duties as servers 
in the Chapel and in training their successors. 


For their services to teaching Adult Education classes. 


For long service to the Constellation Club. 


Sports Citations — Term II, 1986 


M.R.A. SAUNDERS 
D.J. BEATTIE 
P.M.M. JACKSON 


R.E. JAMIESON 
L.E. DUBE 


R. JUDGE 

K.G. FRANCEYS 
A.S. WESTAWAY 
P.M. SMITH 

I. M. HORNBY 
J.W. ARMITAGE 
A.B. BING 

K.J. WILLIAMS 


M.R.A. SAUNDERS 
S.I. GIBBS 
L.R. DIXON 


D.M. HATTON 
R.P. TUCKER 


For assistance in Hockey umpiring. 


For enthusiastic coaching and umpiring of House Mini- 
League teams. 


For their dedicated help in coaching Junior Hockey teams. 


For enthusiasm, efficiency and reliability in connection 
with refereeing Rugby matches throughout the term. 


For their invaluable assistance in coaching Rugby. 


. Citations — Term IIT, 1986 


P.D. DOLLAR 


G.R. BARLOW 
LC. FRANCEYS 
I.R.H. RAINBIRD 


N.H.T. CAMERON 


For willing and efficient help in the Library. 


For their services to Adult Education. 


For services to the Constellation Club. 
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G.M. PATTISON 


R.P. FUNNEKOTTER 


P.M. WOOD 


G.F. RUDOLPH 


M.R.A. SAUNDERS 


R.J. BARNES 


J.G. VARDEN 


D.J. FOLLWELL 


N.R. CROSSLAND 


M.L. HAMMOND 
S.N. PHILP 


For many and varied services to the Constellation Club and 
particularly in recognition of his initiative in the building 
of a new telescope. 


For outstanding service and for the production of high quality 
prints in the Photographic Club. 


For outstanding service as Chairman of the Natural History 
Society and for his contribution to the collection of specimens 
for the Joint Veterinary Department and National Museum 
Project on rabies. 


For outstanding work in the botanical field, in his position 
as group leader of the Natural History Society. 


For his enthusiasm, interest and contribution to the 
study of raptors. 


For his interest and enthusiasm and contributions to the study 
of ornithology and arachnidae. 


For his service to the Natural History Society as the Secretary. 
For continued good service to the Falconry Club. 


For their contribution to the development on the Quiet 
Waters Project. 


Sports Citations — Term IIT, 1986 


P.T. VLAHAKIS 


A.G. CONOLLY 


N.K. HAMMOND 


A.M. VAN EEDEN 


B.D. HENDERSON 


For valuable assistance in coaching the U.14 Basketballers. 


For his dedication and organisational ability in running the 
Cricket Kit Room. 


For his valuable assistance in Cricket umpiring. 


For outstanding services, innovation and maintenance of 
equipment for the Shooting Club. 


For long and outstanding service to the Shooting Club and 
for his organisational assistance as Captain of Shooting. 


School Notes 


At the beginning of the year we welcomed Dave Fleming (Geography) and his wife Cally 
and family from Malawi, Tom Khumalo (Ndebele and History) from our own province and 
Miles Cunningham (Science) from England. Deirdre Hartley kindly stepped into the breach 
to take classes for Lionel Reynolds who was seriously ill, while Richard Brebner ran Tredgold 
for him. The two new laboratories were put to use even before they were fully equipped with 
the help of a generous grant from the Beit Trust. A Whitehall farce, John Chapman’s “Dry 
Rot” was staged in the first term. It was a popular and polished performance an account of 
which appears elsewhere in this issue. After many years service Mr. and Mrs.. Newbould left 
at the end of the term to retire in England. Mr. Worwood left Falcon and Founders House to 
take up an appointment in Bangkok and Mr. Fleming was installed as his successor. Mrs. 
Roselt decided to give up teaching History for a while after her three years service. Mr. 
Tattersfield went to England to negotiate for improved computer equipment. With the help of 
interested parents and a lot of schoolboy workers the Quiet Waters scheme began to take 
shape. 


In the second term Lionel Reynolds was welcomed back after his convalescence and Mrs. 
Sandra Jackson joined the staff to teach French. John Gass took over as estate manager as well 
as continuing to be our water engineer. Young David was born on May 31st to Brenda and Tim 
Middleton. Encouraged by the success of “Dry Rot’’, Val and Mike Herring put on another 
Chapman farce “Simple Spyman”’ which was equally appreciated. A very successful dinner 
dance was held in July and it raised well over $3 000 for refurbishing the school hall. At that 
time of course we were unaware of its later tragic fate. Tony, Moira and Elizabeth Goodburn 
departed at the end of the term fora prep. school in Hampshire after eleven years at Falcon. 
They will be sorely missed and we wish them every happiness. The tennis team flew off to 
Australia for a successful tour made possible by energetic, ingenious and generous parents 
who saw to a lot of the necessary fund raising. Members of the Exploration Society working 
closely, as usual, with National Museum scientists camped near the Katombora Rapids on 
the Zambesi in August. The new Natural History Centre here at Falcon has been used by some 
of these experts at odd times during the year affording even more opportunity for valuable 
cooperation with schoolboy enthusiasts. 


In the last term Mr. Richard Harrison came out from England to teach French in Mr. 
Goodburn’s place. At the beginning he bravely bore a severe and painful allergy and at the end 
of the term he lost his classroom in the hall fire. In spite of these setbacks he has given cheerful 
and unstinting service. Mr. Fergus Mitchell arrived to do six months games coaching and his 
assistance has already proved valuable. Mrs. Cally Fleming took over from Debbie Brebner as 
the bursar’s Secretary. The demise of the shcool hall in the middle of public examinations in 
November was a profound shock. This event is described in the article following. At the end of 
the year the bursar, Mr. Darke and his wife Sheila, the senior san. sister, left to go to South 
Africa. Dr. ffrench-Constant had to leave for health reasons after seven years of visiting the 
san., (30 years in Bulawayo). He and his wife will also be sadly missed and we wish them a 
happy retirement in Cornwall. Grant Noble and Miles Cunningham (both Science and sport) 
returned to the U.K. after their energetic and dedicated service for which we thank them. 
Gordon Macdonald retired from Oates House to be succeeded next year by Mr. Herring. The 
rains began slightly late but so far the outlook is promising. Toend ona cooler note the first XV 
flew off to tour S.E. England with Mr. Herring and we wish them all success. 
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The Hall 


Sadly, the school Hall is no more. Its destruction was witnessed by several hundred 
people on the afternoon of Friday the 14th of November 1986. The fire began in the roof above 
the stage and rapidly spread. Efforts to contain the blaze failed and in three hours there 
remained only the distinctive facade and a smutty shell. The evacuation of movable assets 
was efficiently and bravely undertaken by a team of boys and staff until the only things left 
were some sets of old Latin text books in a storeroom which had been overlooked,—another 
link with the past destroyed. The front with its precast columns and verandah survived 
simply because of its concrete floor and the steady flow of water provided by Mr. Fitzroy’s 
ranch pump. 


The whole edifice, constructed from concrete blocks, deal and corrugated iron sheets had 
defi-d a great many rainy seasons and had seen in its lifetime a broad range of human 
activities. Secretaries pounded post World War I Imperials and Remingtons when the front 
part was a small office block—then it was expanded and made into a Club where dusty gold 
miners cleaned up and put on smart suits before they steered their ladies round the sprung 
floor as they foxtrotted through the Saturday night dances. 

The big-band sound faded and for some time the hall was the largest building in a ghost 
town after the mine stopped working. In the fifties life came back to Bushtick with the pioneer 
new boys of Falcon. The building had to be even more versatile. The front contained the 
library which lasted until 1975 when the Dugmore Memorial Library was built nearby. Some 
of the shelves, it was said, had been used for the miners’ boots in former times, dancing 
presumably being done in pumps. Meanwhile assemblies, plays, quizzes, indoor physical 
workouts and various other corporate activities went on in the main body. Applause, music 
and reprimands must have shaken generations of bats in those rafters which turned so quickly 
to ashes. There is no shortage of ideas for the projected phoenix but most people agree that the 
verandah with its columns at the front must remain. 

A.A. TAYLOR 


Emergency team in action. 


Photo: Ron Hartley 


Chapel Notes 


At a time when society in Zimbabwe is being confronted by an increasing amount of 
violence, drugs, and general rebelliousness as well as what might be defined as other social 
problems, the spread of the Christian gospel with its message of meaningful hope, comfort and 
fulfilment can hardly be dismissed. And as society affects Falcon boys, as they are tempted 
and blinded by the seductive powers of lawlessness, the offer of salvation must be clearly given 
to and investigated by the boys. 


This is indeed what has been happening during the year. On different occasions and at 
different levels the Christian message has been preached and many boys have responded, so 
that there has been a numerical growth as well as a spiritual growth among the boys. Furthermore 
many boys, especially the seniors, have been asking, and seeking to find the answers to, 
questions of a sincere and spiritual nature. 


There were three morning services each week, led by either staff or boys, the latter being 
organised by each house’s Christian Representative. Every third Sunday the school service 
was held and had a visiting preacher on five occasions, while on the other occasions the 
Headmaster and other members of staff preached. 


It is more likely however that some had their questions confronted at the various voluntary 
services. For Catholics, Mass was celebrated each Sunday morning while on every third 
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Sunday other boys could share in the Anglican Communion. Also on the three weekly Sunday 
rota was Evening Prayer in the Library which followed, in their talks, the themes of ““Encounters 
with Jesus’. ““The Three Bears” (bear fruit, another’s burdens, one’s cross) and “‘Men to 
follow... and not to follow”. The most popular meeting was the Midweek Service which 
attracted 120 boys regularly. During this year the Midweek service had twenty six different 
speakers (twenty one from outside the school, fourteen of whom were making their first visit to 
the school). They came from different denominations and from all walks of life. We are 
indebted to them and to God for their willingness and their teaching as we covered three series, 
entitled ‘‘Do you really believe all that?”’, “Success comes in cans not can’ts” and “Advice to 
Young Men’’. On aneven more informal level the Senior and Junior Christian Groups also met 
weekly on Sundays and were received with tremendous enthusiasm. More books were bought 
for the Christian book Library and were very much in demand. Weekly prayer meetings were 
held while some houses managed to start house Bible Studies through their House Rep. 


Confirmation services were held in the second term for Anglicans and during a school 
service for other Protestants while the Catholic Confirmation took place at the Sacred Heart 
Home in the third term. Finally, the school service of nine lessons and carols was held on 
Sunday 23rd November. 


Through all this there can be seen both an increased awareness of the reality of Jesus 
Christ and an increased readiness to follow Him publicly. Praise God for that. 


Music Notes 


In the absence of a professional full-time music teacher, several enthusiastic amateurs 
continue to keep music in the College alive. Mrs. Jackson has formed a music group comprising 
those who already learn music at the Academy in Bulawayo, and others who have expressed 
interest. These boys learn theory of music and apply it in the playing of recorders and other 
wind instruments. The lungs are always used to full advantage in supporting first team rugby 
matches, but learning to send that air in a controlled stream down a euphonium, trumpet or 
trombone is another matter entirely. D. van Wyk and P. Jackson assisted Mrs. Jackson in the 
teaching of the group, and all three are assisted by copious supplies of ice cream cones! 


Mr. Tattersfield teaches a small number of boys the piano and also made a great 
contribution once again this year in organising the inter-house singing competition. He chose 
the words of Psalm 46, ‘God is our strength and refuge’, sung to the tune of ‘The Dambusters’, 
which drew an enthusiastic response from the boys. D. van Wyk assisted in the coaching of the 
choirs, but did not manage to lead his own team to victory: George Grey won the competition, 
their choice song being ‘By the waters of Babylon’, coincidentally, also a psalm—No. 137. Mr. 
Tattersfield and D. van Wyk have between them taken care of the congregational singing in 
the Chapel as well—and perhaps the highest praise for their efforts came from Mrs. Hartley, 
who says that from her house near the Chapel she can now actually hear the words being sung 
during morning worship. For this, and his interest and enthusiasm in other musical spheres, 
D. van Wyk received a citation. 


Mrs. Todd and I continue to run the choir, and we have been very pleased with their 
efforts during the year. They performed at many public gatherings—open days, speech day, 
and, as usual, the two carol services. In addition, anthems were sung at most of the school 
services. It is accepted that few Falcon schoolboys in forms one or two will ever dare to admit to 
enjoying singing; however, it has been most rewarding to see the enthusiasm of some seniors, 
and to note that this enthusiasm holds sway at present. 

R.J.H. 


Drama Notes 


Dry Rot 


The School Play for the First Term 1986 was Dry Rot, a play in three acts by John 
Chapman. In many ways this type of production was new to the Falcon stage, at least in recent 
years; but the popularity of Dry Rot amongst the schoolboys spoke of the great success of the 
play. The farce was obviously much enjoyed by the audience, many of whom went to see it on 
more than one occasion. As always the success of the comedy depended quite largely upon 
timing, and this involved an almost inevitable trapdoor. Considering the technical difficulties 
involved in the timing, mention must be made of the backstage crew under Mr. Le Grange. 
The trapdoor responded perfectly to invisible buttons, and really the boys behind the scenes 
had as difficult a job as the actors in some places to achieve this. Another very fine aspect of the 
play was the set itself, which was one of the most elaborate we have seen for some time. In 
particular it featured a stair case with a rotten spot, which certainly must have taken a lot of 
building. The old Falcon stage which now, sadly, has seen its last play, was both narrow and 
shallow; and it is a tribute to the producers and designers of Dry Rot that they managed to 
include so much in the set: the bar, the trapdoor, the staircase, the fireplace and all of the 
furniture. 


There is another major technical difficulty in the play for the actors themselves. The 
comedy in Dry Rot relies fairly heavily upon the different accents of the characters. 
C. Truman and K. Carnegie as Colonel and Mrs. Wagstaff spoke very proper: not so R. Dixon as 
cockney Flash Harry, nor A. Furber as Alfred Tubbe whose attempts to behave genteel-like 
gave the play some of its funniest moments. H. Roberts put on a brilliant North-country 
accent as Fred Phipps, while N. Desmond as the French jockey Albert Polignac spoke no 
English at all during the play but gave several long tirades in (very acceptable) French. Even 
G. Taylor as Beth Barton the housekeeper had a part to play in the cacophany: it all worked 
very well and it gave genuine credibility to the character-portrayal which made the play 
funnier still. All the best farces have a policeman and R. Wickham was extremely imposing as the 
female Sergeant Fire. The Dramatis Personae is completed by M. Johnson and B. Street who 
as John Wagstaff and Susan represented an island of relative sanity amidst the chaos. 


As a schoolboy production, this play was really very successful in maintaining comic 
tension throughout—not an easy thing to achieve. At no time did the movement slacken, and 
by the end the actors must have been exhausted. All of the problems of audibility and sense 
often attendant somewhere in a school play were absent; and indeed Mike and Val Herring 
must be congratulated on another great success. We look forward with interest to any production 
they may put on in 1987. 


GEORGE TATTERSFIELD 


Simple Spymen 


This is the second of John Chapman’s Whitehall farces which Val and Mike Herring have 
chosen to produce this year—and understandably so, for these plays, written about thirty 
years ago, provide a good dose of British humour easily assimilated by schoolboy actors and 
audiences. The fact that Simple Spymen followed so hard on the heels of Dry Rot begs 
comparison of the two productions, and I must say that I find them equally successful. My 
only reservation, not a criticism of the production at all, is that for many of the players there 
was little to challenge them in their new réles, which were very similar to those in the previous 
play. However, it was their success in Dry Rot that probably prompted the producers to use 
these talented young actors in Simple Spymen. 
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Much of the humour depended on the two central characters, George Chuffer and Percy 
Pringle, played with contagious enthusiasm by Alex Furber and Howard Roberts. Their 
portrayal of English lower class sagacity was a marvellous piece of team-work, as was Carl 
Truman’s and Mark Johnson’s presentation of British military gentlemen at their most pompous, 
Colonel Gray-Balding and Lieutenant Fosgrove. These two were aided by an excellent 
performance from a newcomer to the stage, Mark Lister playing Mr. Forster Stand. The 
ridiculous situations which could arise when the lower class are unwittingly thrust into the 
midst of the middle class, who are pretending to be upper class, were keenly grasped by the 
cast. George Taylor, playing the slovenly but no-nonsense ‘lady wot does’, Smogs, was 
particularly alive to this in his interactions with the prim and proper Mrs. Byng (Roy 
Wickham), whose lapses of propriety in the scene with Dr. Thumpandbang were delightfully 
convincing. Brennan Street gave us another stunning performance, this time as Miss Archdale, 
whose main function was to keep her father’s respectable establishment running smoothly 
during the invasion by a motley procession of waiters, colonels, vicars, Grobchicks, Simple 
Spymen, et cetera. 


The bemused Grobchick himself was played by Nigel Desmond, whose diction admirably 
captured the foreigner’s difficulty getting his tongue around some of the Queen’s English. He 
also used his gestures and facial expressions to the full in revealing the mildly amused 
tolerance of English customs shown by all those from east of the Channel. Roy Dixon as the 
trans-Atlantic style hood, Crab, was perhaps the funniest thing in the play when he was 
impersonating Grobchick. His boss, Max, played by Gavin Franklin, was an admirable foil 
to his antics. In a similar way Corporal Flight (Victor Moyo) served as a comic foil to the 
military gentlemen. 


The trappings to these fine performances—the costumes, set, make-up and lighting— 
were all of the elevated standard we have come to expect from Val and Mike Herring’s 
productions, and contributed in no small way to an excellent evening’s entertainment. 


R.J.H. 


Inter-House Plays 


The 1986 Inter-House Play Competition was a successful and smoothly run entertainment 
over two evenings. Most pleasing to note was that all producers displayed a knowledge of the 
basic demands of stagecraft. 


Choices of plays were sensible: thought had been given to the facilities that were to be 
available technically and, for the most part, to the thespians willing to ‘ake to the boards. 
Generally the interpretation of plays was sound and the playwright’s intentions satisfactorily 
fulfilled, although the pace faltered in certain instances and perhaps a little more attention 
could have been directed towards the building up to climaxes. 

Clarity of speech, stage movement and credibility were of a good standard and use of 
technical effects, including costuming and props, was imaginatively acceptable. One area 
commonly below par was that of stage make-up: however, this is an art which requires a fairly 
high degree of delicate expertise and it would be churlish to expect such proficiency from those 
who showed such enthusiasm and verve in so many other aspects of the competition. 


FOUNDERS — ‘‘The Dear Departed’”’ 


An unintentionally expurgated version—for some inexplicable reason the players omitted the 
first seven minutes of the play—which, because the foundation of the theme was irrevocably 
lost, was hammed-up frantically by the bewildered cast. An hilariously funny ‘camp’ perfec: m- 
ance by M. Bing, stoically supported by R. Follwell, and a pompously strutting M. Saunders 
afforded the audience much amusement. 
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GEORGE GREY — ‘The Recco”’ 


A well-thought-through production which foundered drastically from halting pace induced 
by the unfortunately hesitant narrator and the sometimes inaudible daughter. A strong and 
pleasing character portrayal by R. Wickham and a promising performance from I. Rainbird. 


HERVEY — “The Dying Detective”’ 


A mundane script which might have benefitted from being melodramatised. Played straight, 
as it was, it reached no giddy heights and left the audience vaguely unsatisfied. The denouement 
could certainly have been built towards more vigorously and exploded with greater force. An 
agonised Sherlock Holmes—B. Brockwell—and an appropriately-dressed Mrs. Hudson (G. 
Foster) gave of their best. 


TREDGOLD — “The Balwhinnie Bomb”’ 


A simple, convincingly clinical set of a small Post Office, steadily credible performances by 
the Postmistress (A. Fletcher), the local cynic (P. Longden) and the bored and frustrated 
Postman (A. Kuipers) and a ticking parcel investigated by the Policeman (D. van Wyk). 
Good, consistent acting from all players in a play which never quite realised its potential 
because the level of playing was too static—the “highs” and “lows” didn’t receive the 
emphasis they demanded. 


OATES — ‘‘Legend’’ 


A very good set to which much thought and care had been given, with two sound portrayals by 
B. Street as the garrulous, nosey neighbour and G. Taylor as the concerned pastor. M. 
Heymans gave gallant support in his réle as the superstitious widow. Technically a fine 
achievement but a little lacking in the final punch. 


CHUBB — ‘The Man in the White Hat’’ 


A presentation of high calibre in all aspects—if one excepts the blocking from the armchair 
DSL and the partial inaudibility of the wife. The play cracked along merrily with stresses and 
emphases boldly underlined and timing consistently precise. This production was obviously 
the result of careful rehearsal and the cast and producer are to be congratulated on their 
thoroughness. N. Desmond excelled in his réle (within a réle) as the average middle-class 
white collar worker put into an extraordinary situation within his own home and M. Davenport 
delighted with his cameo part of the Main Villain. Perhaps the producer could have dressed 
his Herione in less startling garb. . .? 

V.H. 


New Computers at Falcon College 1986 


Do you remember the first time you used a pocket calculator, or the first time you saw a 
computer? For many, perhaps, the answer is still ‘yes’; but an increasing number of the boys 
of Falcon have grown up during the Computer Revolution and have been accustomed to its 
effects from an early age. Indeed, it has become a truism to say that now take for granted 
machines which, twenty years ago, were probably not in production and barely even conceived. 
The Computer Revolution has been characterised by three trends—miniaturisation, falling 
production costs and massive labour-saving; and the technological, economic and social 
consequences of these trends have major effects upon us all. 
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A lesson in the new computer room. 


92 


Photo: Bulawayo Chronicle 


Today’s school-leaver is liable to experience some of these effects immediately upon 
seeking a job. Many clerical and secretarial fnctions have been completely changed by the 
advent of adding machines and, more recently, of word processors. Computerised equipment 
has begun to transform the factory floor, and is now making itself felt in agriculture too. In 
industry the massive storage power and rapid processing ability of the latest large computers 
are reshaping the roles of designers, managers and financiers alike. Even at home personal 
computers are becoming more commonplace, to say nothing of computerised gadgetry —video 
systems, programmable washing machines and sophisticated burglar alarm systems, toname 
but a few. Two hundred years ago the cry was industrialisation and mechanisation was the 
driving force. Today we are all children of the Computer Revolution and we cannot afford to 
ignore its effects. 


It is a major irony, therefore, that many of our schools do not offer exposure to computers 
for the younger generation. Up until now the costs have been prohibitive, but with the advent 
of the microcomputer it has become possible to equip schools and colleges relatively cheaply. 
The British Government has endorsed the use of Acorn’s BBC Computer in all schools, with 
the result that the BBC has become the most widely-used computer in education in Britain. 
Here in Zimbabwe that trend has been followed by a few schools, one of the latest being Falcon 
College. 

Although Falcon has had Acorn computers for four years now, the College has recently 
been equipped with a network of the new M aster Series BBC—the Master Series having been 
brought into production only this year as an improvement on the older BBC machines. We are 
most grateful to the Beit Trust for the part that they played in helping us to purchase the 
machines. The Falcon network is now housed in the new computer room, where it is in daily 
use. Falcon is most fortunate to have on the Staff Mr. M. Dunphy and Mr. T. Matatu who are 
devoting their skills and enthusiasm to the idea of computer education at the College. One of 
their first steps has been to launch a training program within the newly revitalised Computer 
Club. The aims of the program are, firstly, to provide boys with a basic minimum standard of 
computer literacy and, secondly, to give the opportunity to more advanced pupils to practise 
and to improve their skills. Even in the one term since the computers arrived the response to 
them has been tremendous. Seventy-two boys have been allotted file-space on the system and 
already a large number of simple programs have been written. Fourteen boys have so far 
passed the ‘Level One’ internal examination, which means that next year they will progress to 
learning the more sophisticated routines required for ‘Level Two’. 


Aside from the Computer Club, the computers are playing an increasing part in other 
aspects of life at Falcon. Many of the more routine administrative lists are now computer- 
generated, and the College’s administrative machine is handling quite a variety of tasks on a 
day-to-day basis. For example, the swimmers in the 1986 Swimming Gala were picked by the 
computer from the results of the Swimming Standards which themselves were handled by 
programs written specifically for the job. The Bursar’s Department are making increasing 
use of the computer’s potential for handling accounts. The computers come with a word- 
processor included, so their potential in the Headmaster’s Offices is also considerable. It is 
envisaged that this sort of rdle will be much expanded in 1987. 


Computer-assisted learning is the other branch of the computer’s potential presently 
under review at the College. Already quite a lot of software has been written for the French 
Department, and initially it has benefitted the examination candidates by providing them 
with multiple-choice exercises at the keyboard. The computer’s ability to store and test a 
student’s vocabulary is another area of possible usage of the machines. In other subjects we 
have had sight of some software and this has generally had the effect of whetting our appetites 
for more. No doubt, in the future, most teaching departments will find that some of their 
topics can profitably be backed up by sessions in the Computer Room. In this way the 
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computer will take its proper place beside the television and the video machine as the latest 
educational aid. 

The new equipment includes more than just a set of keyboards. The monitors all have 
colour screens, and there are printing and plotting machines installed as peripherals in the 
Computer Room. These extras are similar, therefore, to the kind of equipment which school- 
leavers might encounter in industry or elsewhere. The watchword of developments in the 
computer world is ‘efficiency’ and Falcon College is pursuing this theme in education. It is 
hoped that, by becoming familiar with computers earlier in life, the student leaving Falcon 
will stand a greater chance in the future of finding computer-generated employment, rather 


than computer-generated redundancy. 
G.M. TATTERSFIELD 


House Notes 


Chubb House 


Housemaster:R.R. HARTLEY 
House Tutor:G. ARMSTRONG, F. MITCHELL (third term) 
Head of House: R. JUDGE 
House Prefects: R.P. FUNNEKOTTER, D. KIRKMAN, H. ROSS, D. PAYNE, 
R. HYDE, K. FRANCEYS 


Chubb has enjoyed a successful year characterised by a high level of group and individual 
achievement in a wide range of activities. Credit it due to the prefect and senior body which 
maintained a laudable degree of unity and commitment throughout the year. Russell Judge, 
as Head of House, engendered cooperation amongst his peers, which extended down the 
ranks, fostering the vigorous house spirit and helping to maintain a valuable level of organisation 
and efficiency. 

Overall the gardens have been developed and maintained well, earning the house a third 
place in the school competition, while the buildings and movables have been maintained in a 
satisfactory state. The importance of these elements is an integral part of house attitude and 
discipline. 

It has been heartening to see the enthusiasm and efficiency displayed by the lower sixth 
team captains and organisers. These include I. Franceys (cross country and swimming), S. 
Mortleman (athletics), M. Davenport (cricket, squash and hockey), N. Desmond (house 
plays) and G. Rudolph (Quiet Waters). 

Notable achievements by the house include first place in the inter-house drama (house 
plays), senior soccer, senior basketball, squash (overall and an overwhelming victory in all 
sections), swimming standards, relay gala (overwhelming victory); second place in the academic 
cup the swimming gala and shooting; third place in athletics. 

Individual achievements include R. Funnekotter (academic—special mention, and finalist 
in national mathematical olympiad); H. Ross (finalist in national mathematical olympiad); 
D. Kirkman (honours for waterpolo, national representative for waterpolo and colours for 
swimming, Matabeleland representative for rugby); M. Davenport (colours for squash, 
Matabeleland representative for hockey); R. Judge (colours for tennis, captain of Matabeleland 
tennis, colours for hockey and Matabeleland representative); K. Franceys (Matabeleland 
representative for cricket); I. Franceys (outstanding performances in cross country events 
throughout the year); J.R. Craig and A. Huckle (Matabeleland Fawns cricket and National 
Fawns XI respectively). 
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Other sportsmen to impress include A. Thompson (rugby—I1st XV); A. Khan and G. 
Nkomo (basketball—‘50’ Club awards); M. Heathcote (first team tennis), T. Lupepe (first 
team soccer—captain), G. Norvall (waterpolo and swimming); I. Angus (waterpolo and 
swimming), S. Mortleman and H. Ross (first XV and squash—‘50’ Club awards); S. Eastwood 
(cross country and hockey); M. Davenport, J. Wells, and S. Truscott (diving); C. Davenport 
(squash, hockey and cricket); R. Tolmay (cricket), and R. Stuart (athletics and cricket). 


Chubb members have also distinguished themselves in society activities. G. Rudolph 
earned citations for contributions to the school expedition and the senior natural history 
society. N. Crossland earned a citation for his effort in the Falconry club. I. Franceys, R. 
Funnekotter and M. Heathcote earned citations for teaching, photography and shooting 
respectively, André van Eeden earned his citation for shooting. 


R.R. HARTLEY 


Founders House 


Housemaster: J.D. WORWOOD (ist term), D.J.M. FLEMING 
House Tutors: R.B. BREBNER, R.B. HARRISON (3rd term) 
Head of School: R..G. DIXON 
Head of House: A.H. MIRTLE 
House Prefects: J.W. ARMITAGE, A.C. BRUK-JACKSON, G.N. FRANKLIN, 
M.P. LISTER, V.M. MOYO, K.J. WILLIAMS 


Founders has generally had a good year, both academically and on the sports field. We 
said farewell to Mr. Worwood at the end of the first term and welcomed Mr. Fleming in his 
place. Mr. Brebner, after a term in Tredgold, rejoined us at the beginning of the second term 
and Mr. Harrison became our Assistant Tutor in September. 


The gardens are in the process of being re-landscaped and our thanks go to Mrs. Fleming 
for all her valuable help. Thanks also go to Mr. J. Fick, Mr. A. Coulson and Mr. O. Follwell for 
help with the gardens and Mr. and Mrs. Mirtle who kindly donated the new ‘Head of House’ 
boards. 


Academically Founders had a reasonable year. V. Moyo and M.Lister were members of 
the victorious Inter-Schools Quiz team. R. Follwell and M. Saunders won the Junior and 
Senior Inter-House Public Speaking competitions respectively. A number of academic prizes 
were also collected by members of Founders at this year’s Speech Day ceremony, though the 
House only managed 5th place in the Academic Cup. 


In the Drama sphere we had several good individual performers in the two College 
productions but unfortunately were unable to make much impression on the adjudicator of 
the Inter-House Drama Competition. 


1986 was a good sporting year for Founders. A fine all-round performance secured the 
runners-up spot in the Athletics, while a few good individual swimmers gained for the House a 
pleasing 4th place in the Gala. The Waterpolo players achieved a creditable second place in 
the senior competition and a third in the junior section. The order was reversed in Basketball 
where the juniors came first and the seniors second in tne competition. The shottists came 
third with P. Gorgolis being named the Best Marksman. The junior Rugby XV were convincing 
winners while the senior Hockey players did well to come second. It was, however, in Cricket 
that the House had the most success as they swept all before them in the three age-group 
competitions. 


While all House sporting teams are to be congratulated on these performances special 
mention must be made of the Matabeleland representatives from Founders: H. Mirtle and K. 
Williams for Waterpolo; G.Bruk-Jackson, J. Armitage and S. Peall for Cricket; A. Bruk- 
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Jackson and R. Dixon for Rugby; A. Bing for Hockey and P. Hadebe for Cross-country. R. 
Dixon played Rugby for Zimbabwe Schools, H. Mirtle swam for Zimbabwe Men and G. Bruk- 
Jackson represented Zimbabwe Schools and Matabeleland Men at Cricket. 


Finally my thanks to all members of the House for their efforts this year and especially to 
the Prefects whose support and hard work was much appreciated. 


A.H.M. 


George Grey House 


Housemaster: P.J. ROSELT 
House Tutors: A.A. TAYLOR, M. CUNNINGHAM 
Head of House: B.D. HENDERSON 
College Prefect (Chapel): W.H. SCHULTZ 
House Prefects: R. HITCHCOCK, R. KRUGER, M. PATTISON, J. SPARKS, G. TROTT 


The house had its ups and downs, as always, this year. It began with an unfortunate 
incident connected with bullying. When this was cleared up it proved to have been a lesson 
well learnt and the spirit of the house improved remarkably. 


On the sports field some superb athletic talent was seen in the Open group and W. 
Schultz, J. Sparks and R. Hitchcock each won two cups. The Open 100m relay also pulled in a cup. 
When cricket and waterpolo matches were played later on the talent seemed to fade away but 
George Grey did manage to win the Inter-House Shooting competition. 

On the more cultural side of things we won the singing competition and were runners-up 
in the Academic Challenge. 

The junior intake this year was good and every boy showed academic and sporting 
potential. P. Wigham won the junior Inter-Schools diving cup. 

Mr. Roselt became our new housemaster at the beginning of the year and has made sure 
that the house kept its good traditions of discipline and cleanliness whichI hope will continue 
for a long time. 

We were fortunate to have Mr. Cunningham as second tutor during his year at Falcon. 

B.D.H. 


Hervey House 


Housemaster: T.D. MIDDLETON 
House Tutors: R.J. HOOLE, A. LE GRANGE 
Head of House: S.M. SMITH 
House Prefects: AS. WESTAWAY, S.N. PHILP, G.V. SAUNDERS, R.P. TUCKER, 
P.D. DOLLAR, S.R. DELLER 


Each time people have commented on how the successful run that Hervey has enjoyed in 
many and various competitions was about to end abruptly the boys of the house have 
responded with much character, spirit and determination in order to prove them wrong. 1986 
was one of those years. Not only that but within the house the boys have continued to learn and 
develop, with the prefect body showing some signs of having learnt from their predecessors’ 
mistakes and successes. Indeed the senior boys have sought to maintain the house spirit of 
which they are proud, and much of the success of the house is attributable to this. 


On the sports front it might seem realistic however to suggest that the above-mentioned 
end to success might happen soon as the senior house teams were either first (hockey, tennis, 


"7: 


waterpolo, the latter for the sixth consecutive time) or second (soccer, cricket, cross-country) 
with one third place (basketball) while the junior teams could only manage two second places 
(rugby, waterpolo), two thirds (soccer, basketball) but three fifth places (tennis, cricket, 
cross-country) and one sixth place (hockey). 


In competitions involving the whole house however Hervey had mixed fortunes, gaining 
sixth place in Academic Challenge and Public Speaking and fourth place in the Gardening, 
Drama, Singing and Academic Cup (is it a coincidence that these are all cultural competitions?) 
but retained in each case the Inter- House Swimming Gala Cup, the Athletics Standards Cup, 
Relays Cup and Championship Shield, and the Cross-country Relay Cup. They also won the 
Chess Cup, came third in the Squash Cup and fourth in the Shooting Competition. 


However, many individuals gained recognition for the house and themselves. Indeed 
Hervey had the captain of three major sports: S. Smith (rugby), A. Westaway (hockey) andG. 
Saunders (athletics) while the former two boys gained Honours awards for their respective 
sports, having both played for the Zimbabwe Schools. Five boys were awarded their sporting 
colours: C. Evans (cricket and athletics), G. Saunders (athletics), S. Smith, D. Hatton andR. 
Tucker (waterpolo). C. Evans, D. Hatton and R. Tucker also became members of the ‘50’ Club 
for rugby while S. Smith and R. Tucker gained the similar distinction for athletics. Other boys 
to become members of the ‘50’ Club were P. Dollar (hockey), D. Reynolds (waterpolo), J. 
Fotheringham (tennis), V. Vuma and P. Sibanda (soccer) and B. Saunders ( athletics). J. 
Gibson represented Matabeleland at Under 15 level in cricket. Boys to gain sports citations 
were D. Hatton, R. Tucker, R. Jamieson and A. Westaway for coaching junior school teams 
while citations were awarded to S. Desai (Adult Education), R. Barnes and J. Varden 
(Natural History). 


A number of boys distinguished themselves at Speech Day. S. Smith won the Governor’s 
Trophy, A. Westaway the John Lamb Trophy while prizes were won by V. Vuma, S. Desai, M. 
Lassman, C. Allen and R. Edwards. The latter should also be noted for having gained no fewer 
than 100 Send Ups throughout the year, an astonishing record. While mentioning records it 
should be mentioned that G. Stewart broke six school records at the swimming gala (winning 
all seven of his events), W. Vermeulen joined his father in the record books with two athletics 
records, C. Evans gained two more athletics records to add to his previous three, plus one Inter- 
Schools record, J. Fotheringham equalled a hurdles record while the house Under 15 athletics 
relay teams broke two records as well. 


Clearly not only will academic and sporting expertise be required in the coming years if 
the house is to maintain its success but also its house spirit will be severely tested. However the 
major aim is that it maintains a happy and peaceful house. 


Oates House 


Housemaster: G.A. MACDONALD 
House Tutor: G.M. TATTERSFIELD 
Assistant Tutor: M.J. HERRING 
Head of House: S.H. SCOTT 
House Prefects: F.K. FRASER-MACKENZIB, A.M. FURBER, P.M. SMITH 


Oates has had a very good year in many respects. The house has been as always, happy, 
very spirited and a success in terms of a good atmosphere. 


On the sports field there were no outstanding achievements by Oatesasa house, although 
numerous individuals did well, and to them full credit must be given. The following boys were 
elected to the ‘50’ Club: R.K. Fraser-Mackenzie (hockey), S. Gemmill (hockey), S. Hall 
(rugby) and R. van der Riet (athletics). School Colours were gained by I. Garnett (swimming) 
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and S. Scott (squash and rugby). Congratulations must go to P.M. Smith for his achievement 
in winning Honours for hockey. S. Scott represented the Zimbabwe Schools Rugby XV, P. 
Smith the Zimbabwe Schools Hockey XI, and I. Garnett was selected to swim for Zimbabwe—a 
great achievement as he still has two years left at Falcon. 


On the extra-mural side, Oates did very well throughout the year. We were well-represented 
at all times in the ‘Peregrine’ magazine and in both School Play productions. Under the 
guidance of A. Furber and M. Heymans the house attained second place in the Inter-House 
Drama Competition. In the Senior and Junior Public Speaking Competitions, A. Furber and 
M. Wray both did well, helping the house to a creditable second place overall. A. Furber also 
achieved second place in the Senior Reading Competition. Citations were awarded to the 
following during 1986: A. Furber (drama), K. Carnegie (drama), P.M. Smith (hockey coaching) 
and P. Wood (for services to the Photographic Society). Another pleasing aspect to note was 
the general enthusiasm and level of involvement of Oates boys on Quiet Waters. 

In the classroom a high standard was maintained. Most notably, Oates gained the 
majority of prizes awarded on Speech Day, the recipients being A.J. Fraser-Mackenzie, R.K. 
Fraser-Mackenzie, S.N. Dix, S.C. Wenman, B.J. Street, C. Wylie, M. Lashbrook, D. 
Lashbrook and D. Kendall. In the Academic Cup Oates was placed 3rd and we were also 
narrowly beaten into third position in the Academic Challenge. 

At the end of the third term Oates was awarded the Inter- House Gardening Trophy, and 
we would like to acknowledge all the hard work put in by the gardeners under J. Hale and to 
give a special mention to Abednigo for the help he has given. 

Ishould like, on behalf of the house, to thank Mr. and Mrs. Macdonald for their long and 
dedicated service to Oates. They will be sorely missed and we wish them well for the future. 
Finally we wish Mr. and Mrs. Herring a long and enjoyable association with Oates. I am 
positive that next year and in the years to come the house will prosper. 


S.H. SCOTT 


Tredgold House 


Housemaster: L.M. REYNOLDS 
House Tutors: G.D. NOBLE, P.E. WESTWOOD 
Head of House: P.R. DOLLAR 
House Prefects: B.P. BYDAWELL, S.P. GEORGE, M.L. HAMMOND, 
S.A. MILLS, H.B.WHEELER 


Undoubtedly this year has been a good one for Tredgold from many perspectives. 

Academically in Inter-House competition Tredgold made a clean sweep of winning both 
the Wise Owl Academic Challenge and the overall academic trophy. 

Individual academic prizes went toS. George for ‘A’ Level Geography and English, and to 
M. Hammond for the ‘A’ Level form prize for Geography. R. Kuipers won the form one Hard 
Work prize and A. Fletcher the overall form two prize. 

For the second year running Tredgold’s Head of House, this time P. Dollar, won the Greave’s 
Trophy for all-round contribution to the school. 

In general Inter-House competition Tredgold was placed in the top three in the greater 
majority of competitions, a significant improvement against overall achievements of last year 
where the house tended to find itself lower down the scale in general attainment. 

Individual sporting achievements included B. Bydawell playing lst XV rugby for the 
College and Matabeleland Schools, S. George being awarded his waterpolo colours and P. 
Strang (as a Fourth former) playing 1st XI cricket, achieving colours and playing for Zimbabwe 
Schools. G. Cocker representing the Zimbabwe Junior Polocrosse team as captain of the side. 
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Finally the Head of House, P. Dollar playing 1st XI cricket and Ist XV rugby, represented 
the Matabeleland Schools XV and was a member of the Zimbabwe XV Schools’ squad. 
Farewell and thanks are gratefully extended to Mr. G. Noble, House Tutor for the past 


two years, who returns to Britain in December. He has rendered invaluable sevice to the 
house. 


In conclusion commendation must be extended to the boys of Tredgold as a whole, whose 


united approach and compelling house spirit were the basis upon which a successful year was 
built. 


L.M.R. 


Halley’s Comet taken at 3.00 a.m. on a March morning. 
Photo: F.C.O.G. Piggy-back Ilford 400 ASA pushed to 1 600 ASA 15 mins. exposure 
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CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 
Constellation Club 


Master in Charge: G.M. Tattersfield F.R.A.S. 
Senior Member: K.G. Franceys 


This year has been an outstanding one for the Constellation Club, and much has been 
done to establish the reputation of astronomy at Falcon both within the College and also 
further afield. 


Early in the year Halley’s Comet was visible and was observed on about twenty mornings 
in March and early April. Some attractive photographs have been taken which show the 
comet’s tail stretching to about 15 degrees from the nucleus. On three occasions the Club had 
its observations published in The Chronicle, and the newspaper also published a diagram for 
locating the comet which was designed at Falcon and kindly drawn for us by Mr. Taylor. Two 
talks were given in Bulawayo on consecutive evenings which attracted audiences of nearly 200 
on each occasion and earned about $400 for the Falcon College Tennis Tour. Several letters 
were written to the Club, asking for information on the comet, one coming from a school near 
Lusaka, Zambia. 


There have been other notable events in the heavens that were observed by Club members. In 
July it became possible for a few days to conduct a ‘Grand Tour’. This rare opportunity allows 
an observer to see the sun, the moon, all eight major planets includng Pluto, a comet and an 
asteroid—and all within a 24-hour period. The Tour became the project of L.R. Dixon and it 
was finally achieved by about half a dozen members after nearly three weeks of practice and of 
waiting for the right conditions. Next, there was an eclipse of the moon in Otober. This was 
clouded out in the early stages, but the later period of totality and the final partial phase were 


The Full Moon 
Photo: F.C.O.G. 279 mm prime focus Kodak 64 ASA 1/1 000th sec. exposure 


well-seen and were photographed though the telescope. Once again we have succeeded 
in capturing on film the colours visible on the moon’s surface during partial eclipse. and these 
results are to be submitted to experts in America and the UK for explanation. Finally, a transit 
of Mercury across the sun’s disc was witnessed from Falcon on November 13th. The event will 
not recur until 1999. Unfortunately the photographs taken were unsuccessful, although the 
event was well-seen by several observers. 


The rise in the level of activity in the Club has been most pleasing. A6” telescope has been 
constructed from old parts by G.M. Pattison and this has provided beginners with a good 
opportunity to learn how to find and view objects in the sky. This year we have made a 
distinction between our beginner members and those who have proved their experience—the 
latter being invited to join Falcon College Observers’ Group. This has had the beneficial 
effects of allowing us to run a bigger Club and of ensuring better supervision of beginners 
without jeopardising the more advanced observing work. Apart from work at Falcon, the 
Observers’ Group has made three outings over the last two terms. The first, a trip to Whitestone 
with the 279mm reflector to give a talk beneath the stars, was much enjoyed. In October a 
group of five took a weekend trip to Botswana, which included a night camping on the Sua pan 
near Nata beneath a perfect sky with flat horizons. Finally an address was given to the 
Bulawayo Astronomical Society on the subject of “The Solar System 1986”. It was very 
pleasing to make contact with our counterparts in town and it is hoped that we will be able to 
reciprocate their hospitality by inviting them to Falcon in 1987. 

Next year offers continued opportunities to expand the activities of the Club. In particular, 
Comet Wilson should, by April, be as bright or brighter than Halley became, and we hope to 
repeat some of the activities of 1986, basing our work upon a little more experience. Many thanks 
go to K.G. Franceys for his year as Senior member running the Club and setting up numerous 
displays. Citations this year have been awarded to N.H.T. Cameron and G.M. Pattison for 
their outstanding contributions to the Society. 

G.M. TATTERSFIELD 


F.C.0.G. campsite on the pan near Nata, Botswana. 


Photo: G.M.T. 
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Mylne Society 


Chairman: R.P. Funnekotter 
Secretary: R.G. Dixon 
Committee Member: S.H. Scott 


Under the able Chairmanship of R.P. Funnekotter the Society had a very successful year. 
Although there may have been a few exceptions, members generally contributed to lively 
discussions both in closed meetings and when guest speakers were invited. Among those who 
addressed the Society were Mrs. Furber, who spoke on genealogy; Dr. Saunders, whose topic 
was conservation and ecology in Zimbabwe; Mr. White, a Plumtree schoolmaster who had 
spent some months travelling about the Sahara; and finally Mr. Fuller, Head of Girls’ College, 
who spoke on some aspects of life in Israel. 

Of the closed meetings, the most memorable was an Arts versus Sciences debate—an 
unoriginal topic, perhaps, but it inspired some spirited and original discussion. And the Arts 
won. 

There were other meetings at which members gave short speeches on various topics, 
usually humorous. Unfortunately there was only one outing this year; the Society went to see 
the popular award-winning film “‘Out of Africa’. This was enjoyed by all, although there were 
some who felt the film had been somewhat over-rated. 

I look forward to working with a highly competent committee in 1987: the Chairman is 
A.J. Fraser-Mackenzie, and, for the second year running, the Secretary is the Head of School, 
in this case M.R.A. Saunders, with the third committee member being D.M. Hatton. 

R.J.H. 


Debating Society 


President: Mrs. A. Hoole 
Chairman: N.T. Desmond 
Secretary: M.G. Heymans 
Committee Members: P. Annesley, G. Taylor, G. Norvall 
1986 proved to be another fine year for this society. Although no Inter-School debates were 
held, the ones that took place at the College were both enjoyable and of a high standard. The 
forty-three members of the society indicate the interest in debating at Falcon in 1986 and, we 
hope, for years to come. 
The junior members of the society should participate more during debates. I foresee only 
improvement for this society and compliment the members for their involvement and 
commitment. 


M.G.H. 


Bridge Club 


Master in Charge: G.M. Tattersfield 


This year there has been a considerable revival of interest in Bridge. In the past the 
difficulty of teaching Bridge from scratch has proved the major obstacle to the Club ever 
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growing beyond just a few ‘diehard’ members. However this year we have tried an experimental 
approach which has had quite a lot of success and which it is proposed to introduce to a much 
larger Club in 1987.. Beginners were introduced to Whist at first and were encouraged to 
practise fundamental card skills at the Whist table before proceeding any further. After some 
weeks, the Club turned to the game of Nap to introduce the ideas behind judging the value of a 
hand and predicting its likely success in play. A yet more advanced game is Misere, which we 
played for a few weeks, interspersed with the game of Hearts which develops other skills which 
were considered useful to an eventual Bridge player. Finally, before exams took priority, the 
Club turned to Solo Whist, which is of course only one step away from Bridge. Several of our 
members have now become quite proficient at all of these games. 


The aim next year is to throw the Bridge Club open toa much larger number of boys at the 
College. Those who have been members in 1986 will be instructing new members in the 
sequence of games which we use for learning; and they will themselves be introduced now to 
Bridge. In addition to this, we are at present looking into some form of competition to 
encourage interest within the School at every level. 


G.M. TATTERSFIELD 


Chess Club 


The past year has been an enjoyable and productive one for the Chess Club. Starting with 
a membership of 20 boys, the club has expanded to a full membership of 80-100 boys. Our 
thanks go to all the people who have kindly donated chess sets to the club; they have certainly 
been well used! 

In the first term all six houses competed for the new Inter-House Chess Trophy ona league 
basis. In akeenly fought competition, during which Chess became popularly known as ‘vicious 
games’, Hervey were to emerge as overall winners with Tredgold as runners-up. 

1986 also saw the long-awaited apearance of Falcon in the Inter-Schools’ Chess fixtures. 
After a hesitant start, the first team soon gained confidence and reversed many of their earlier 
defeats. Since this team consists mainly of junior players, it is assured of a bright future in the 
years to come; certainly the top Bulawayo school now regard us as an up-and-coming force! 


S.L.G. 


Falconry Club 


Master in Charge: R.R. Hartley 
Chairman: N. Crossland 
Members: D. Kendall, M. Heymans, J. Hale, I. Homann, D. Follwell, O. Mitumbili 


Despite another severe drought, a good season was had by all. This was due in no small 
part to the “miracle” rains in April. The experienced falconers with their older hawks all 
enjoyed high quality hunting, while the new members with their fresh eyases successfuly 
trained, entered and made these birds to quarry. 


The club facilities are now impressive, with the new thatching on the club room.. The 
breeding pens and mews were all serviced over the summer, while anew complex was erected, 
consisting of two large breeding aviaries with two separate mews adjacent. The pair of Ayre’s 
eagles have been housed in the new breeding facility. The entire set-up now consists of four 
large breeding aviaries (housing two pairs of peregrines and the pair of Ayre’s eagles), a 
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Whizz, the five year old captive-bred peregrine falcon with her freshly hatched chick. 
Photo: Ron Hartley 


falconry club room, and nine mews buildings or cages. All of these have been brought onto the 
property by Mr. Ron Hartley, President of the Zimbabwe Falconer’s Club and a leading 
member of the N ational Parks and Wildlife supported Raptor Breeding Project. 


Both pairs of peregrines laid eggs, but only one proved fertile. Although the latter egg hatched 
successfully, causing much excitement, the chick died at an early stage of the cycle. It is likely 
that the results will be better next year. A number of pupils showed a keen interest in the 
project and participated in the observation and recording sessions. 

Ron Hartley’s hunting peregrines for 1986, “‘Wallace” and ‘“‘Chigwe’’, provided top 
quality flying and hunting, accounting for 115 head and 64 head respectively. The three year 
old ‘““Wallace” was used successfully as a make-hawk for the new falcon “‘Chigwe’”’. The 
customary array of visitors streamed through during the season, including several from 
overseas. A young Dutch falconer spent three weeks here. 

The falcons took a wide range of quarry, including a significant amount of francolin, grey 
loeries, and plovers. The four year old African hawk eagle ‘‘Cilla” has had an outstanding 
season accounting for 205 hares. 


The pick of the club hawks was “‘Ruby”’ a two year old Ovambo sparrowhawk, who took 
183 head, mainly Rufous-naped larks and Kurrichane button quail. As with all of the hawks, a 
great deal of this quarry was taken elsewhere in the holidays. Marc Heymans has earned his 
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Wallace, the three year old peregrine tiercel on a crested francolin. 
Photo: Ron Hartley 


provisional B grade licence and will be hacking “ruby”, as he will be taking up an eyas black 
sparrowhawk. 


Neil Crossland’s four year old African goshawk “Chikwenya” took 65 head, including 
three juvenile guinea-fowl, two adult Swainson’s francolin, a Harlequin quail and a white- 
crowned shrike. An excellent hawk, “Chikwenya” has already given great service. She will be 
flown by the new apprentice Freshman next year, as Neil has earned his provisional B grade 
licence. He will be flying an eyas red-breasted sparrowhawk instead. 


Dean Kendall’s two year old African goshawk “Tich” took 46 head, including 10 squirrels, 
two Swainson’s francolin, one Natal francolin, three long-tailed shrikes, two laughing doves 
anda spotted dikkop. Dean has also earned a provisional B grade licence and he will be flying a 
black sparrowhawk next season. His goshawk will be flown by Douglas Follwell, who had a 
modest season, but an enjoyable one, with an eyas Gabar goshawk. The latter will be hacked 
back soon. 


Jonathon Hale flew his four year old African goshawk “Babe” with moderate success, 
partly due to a bed leg injury (she was attacked at a kraal in the Mashonaland area and sustained 
a bad fracture to a leg). Jonathon has since trained an Ovambo sparrowhawk, also the victim 
of an accident. Both hawks are now in good health. “Babe” has given good service to the club 
and she will be hacked back next year. 

Ian Homann and Oscar Mitumbili have flown Gabar goshawks this year. Ian’s musket 
“Max” has proved specially effective flying with great determination, despite his modest bag 
of 16 kills (including arrow-marked babblers, three streaked Tchagras, Kurrichane button 
quail and a crested barbet. This hawk will be flown again next year. Oscar’s Gabar made two 
kills before injuring his leg. He managed to escape from his mews during the recovery; so that 
Oscar has had to replace him with an African goshawk. 


One of the highlights of the season was the Zimbabwe Falconry Club camp at Fort Rixon 
over the Heroes’ weekend. Members from Falcon College and Peterhouse attended. Dean 
Kendall’s “Tich” impressed, while Ron Hartley’s trio dominated proceedings. 


R.R. HARTLEY 
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THE FALCONRY CLUB 
(Back, L to R) N.R. CROSSLAND with 4 year old African Goshawk; D. FOLLWELL with Gabar 
Goshawk; J. HALE with 4 year old African Goshawk; D. KENDALL with two year old African 
Goshawk; 0. MITUMBILI with 6 year old Ayre’s Eagle. 


(Front, LtoR) . HOMANN with Gabar Goshawk, a peregrine falcon; R. HARTLEY with 3 year old 
peregrine; M. HEYMANS with 2 year old Ovambo Sparrowhawk; English pointers Pincer and Huck. 


Senior Natural History Society 


Master in Charge: R.R. Hartley 
Chairman: G. Rudolph 
Secretary: D. Follwell 
Committee: D. Kendall, M. Saunders, J. Hale, M. Heymans 


With due respect to some committee members, the key individuals this year have been 
the chairman, secretary and the project leaders namely: M. Saunders, who has run the 
botanical section; R. Barnes as leader of the studies on raptors, including the Martial Eagle 
study; R. Perry as leader of the special study on the Wahlberg’s Eagle. Each of these individuals 
earned a citation, while J. Varden earned his for his overall contribution to ornithology and to 
the study of arachnidae. It is suspected that relatively few members of this college are aware of 
the extraordinary inputs made by individuals such as those above. Other members who have 
shown enthusiasm and who have made good contributions include M. Bing, R. Follwell, 
L.Nesbitt and N. Crossland. 

Meetings were held regularly, each Friday afternoon, while other activities included 
talks, video evenings and some practical work related to the National Museum-Veterinary 
Project on rabies. There was also a camp on Essexvale Ranch. Moreover several members 


Senior Natural History Society working in the new centre with Museum Staff on freshly processed 
specimens—rodents and Schlieffers bats. 


Photo: Ron Hartley 
participated in the school expedition to Kazangula, while Mr. Ron Hartley spent a week in the 


Chizarira National Park and the Sengwa Wildlife Area ona special National Parks/Falconry 
Club falcon survey. 


Some of the highlights of the on-going weekly surveys reveal the following: 18 pairs of 
Wahlberg’s Eagles have been nesting in the area; two juvenile Martial Eagles have been 
tragically drowned in reservoirs on Crocodile Valley and Komani Farms; Kori Bustards and 
Ostriches are still well represented in the open sandveld areas to the north and east of the 
College; several Bataleur Eagles have been seen in the local area, including adults, juveniles 
and sub-adults; White Fronted Bee eaters still breed in the mine dumps, as do the Horus 
Swifts; a pair of Martial Eagles attempteda breeding cycle, but failed; an African Hawk Eagle 
and two Tawny Eagle nests successfully fledged chicks; a pair of Lanner Falcons fledged one 
chick; slightly fewer antelope were found in snares this year. These details are recorded in 
the club newsletter ‘“Tiercel’’. 


The Natural History Centre is nearly complete and it has been used regularly since its 
opening on the 7th March. A generous donation from Mr. J. Stansbury will yield a colour TV 
for use during the video evenings in future. The centre was used for a number of displays 


including an impressive joint venture between the College and the National Museum on the 
Doddieburn Expedition. 


Regular visits by staff of the National Museum have continued to strengthen existing links and 
new avenues include a study of arachnidae (under the guidance of Mrs. J. Minshull), bats and 
rodents (in conjunction with the curator of mammalogy, Mr. A. Kumbirai), also jackals, and fish 
(under the guidance of Mr. J. Minshull). Several members have assisted the joint Museum- 
Veterinary Project, which has yielded some interesting results namely: the first African record 
of rabies virus in an insect-eating bat (a member of the genus nycteris), the first record of a 
Water Rat and Schlieffens Bat for this area. 
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A number of talks have been given. Mr. Ron Hartley and some senior members were 
interviewed on the workings of the society for the programme “Wildlife Forum”’, broadcast on 
ZBC. Ron Hartley also gave a talk to a combined group of society members and OAZ members 
on the subject of Zimbabwe francolins and guinea fowl. He also gave a detailed, illustrated 
talk on the Black Sparrowhawk; another on the antelope of the local area; and another on the 
mongooses of Zimbabwe. The latter was organised around a selection of the appropriate 
museum specimens. M. Bing gave a detailed talk on the bats of the College area, while J. 
Varden and M. Saunders gave similar talks on arachnidae and small cats respectively. Each 
of these talks revealed a commendable amount of sound field knowledge. Possibly the most 
impressive lecture that the society has enjoyed for some time, was delivered by Mr. Richard 
Peek on some highlights of the ecology of Australia. 


A welcome innovation this year is an Inter-house quiz, consisting of a wide range of 
wildlife questions involving taped calls, slides, tracks and formal questions. Only five points 
separated the leading four houses, Founders taking first position, with Chubb, Hervey and 
Oates following, in that order. 

R.R. HARTLEY 


Junior Natural History Society 


The society membership consisted of sixty-five Form ones and twos—this was far too 
many for it was very difficult to involve everybody meaningfully. It is envisaged therefore that 
in 1987 membership will be limited to no more than forty keen and actively interested people 
and that they will be involved in small projects of various kinds. 


During the year the members saw and enjoyed most of the thirteen absorbing and 
informative episodes of Richard Attenborough’s “The Living Planet”. There was an outing to 
Tshabalala Game Sanctuary in the first term where groups walked on set courses and 
observed and recorded game. In the second term an enjoyable day was spent in the Matopos 
National Park—twenty members climbed the dwala named Imadzi; counted game in the 
Mtshalele Valley; looked at large rock potholes near World’s View and visited the rock 
paintings at Nswatugi. 

Unfortunately the two day camp on Quiet Waters scheduled for the third term was 
cancelled because of early heavy rains. However, a profitable day was spent on Quiet Waters 
with Mr. Marais identifying and tagging trees—a lunch time braai proved a welcome break 
from the hard work. In addition to this members were involved in two other development 
programmes on Quiet Waters—they helped build anti-erosion fences in areas of bad sheet and 
gulley erosion, while on several occasions afternoon sweeps were made through certain areas 
in order to pick up snares—in one very profitable afternoon some sixty snares were found. 


Snakes 


The current magazine year began quite dramatically with a terminal visit from a black 
mamba to the school grounds—this is the first observed visit by amamba to the property and 
this specimen measured nearly three metres long. We have also witnessed a significant 
increase in banded (Egyptian) cobras—they tend to be more aggressive than the spitters and 
they have always been rare prizes on the property. Otherwise, we have recorded the usual good 
range of snake types. 


Karly in the year, there was a good nucleus of boys proficient in soft handling but needing 
experience in capturing highly active and often aggressive snakes—the gradual exposure to 


increasingly lively specimens must always be carefully controlled and it always depends on 
the availability of suitable snakes. 


We have been working on a temporary basis for much of the year—we transferred all our 
space into one of the new Natural History rooms and our own Snake Room is still not 
operational. The final arrangement will be a snake display in the Natural History Centre and 
our range of tanks and specimens in our own room. 


During the year, the snake handlers put on special displays for several visiting groups. 
Representatives from several embassies were invited to Falcon in order to interest them in 
Quiet Waters and our hanhdlers showed off a selection of common snakes. We had a visit from 
a group of boys from Rugby School, England and most of them were coaxed into handling our 
harmless snakes. The two senior classes from Carlisle School visited us on two afternoons and 
our boys introduced them firstly to a range of our harmless snakes, and then the heavies—the 
puff adder, spitting cobra and boomslang. Their response was very pleasing and already, we 
have received food brought in from the bush for our more difficult feeders, i.e. boomslang. 


Photographic Club 


Master in Charge: R.R. Hartley 
Senior Members: R.P. Funnekotter, P.M. Wood 


This has continued to function as a small, high quality enterprise since its inception in 
1984. R.P. Funnekotter and P.M. Wood have worked enthusiastically and energetically, 
providing a wide range of good quality black and white prints. Their work has shown maturity, 
coupled with a willingness to experiment. Consequently macro work, outdoor photography, 
special effects, and action shots of sport have figured prominently. Some of their work appears 
in this number. Moreover, nearly all of the work recorded for the Quiet Waters Project has 
involved their prints. Several photographic displays have been held this year, focussing 
principally on the Quiet Waters Project. P.M. Wood also covered last year’s expedition to 
Doddieburn and his prints were placed on display at the College, as well as at the National 
Museum in Bulawayo. 


A new and exciting development involves the continuous selection of top quality prints 
for public display in the Natural History Centre and the Cricket Pavilion. These prints are 
enlarged to be mounted on hardboard. They will be rotated periodically, in order to create 
incentive to new photographers, while a permanent library will be kept for future reference. 

The club has acquired a fine Pentax Spotmatic (manual) S.L.R. camera together with light 
meter, ideal for the apprentice photographer. In addition seven apprentices have been attached to 
the senior photographers for tutoring in order to maintain continuity next year. 


R.R. HARTLEY 


Landrover Courses 


The usual Landrover courses were run during all three terms—they involved five or six 
sessions each lasting about two hours of both theory and practical maintenance and repair 
work. We were fortunate in that the Matabeleland Schools’ Expedition Landrover needs 
maintaining and we needed an extra vehicle for the boys to work on. In addition, we have been 
donated a straight six engine and a Landrover Zenith carburettor which will spare working 
machinery wear-and-tear. 
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Requests for places on courses again greatly exceeded vacancies, and preference was 
given to older boys who would benefit most. The content of the courses varied with interest, 
ability and time and many boys returned to help renovate weeping brake cylinders and the 
like. Thus the boys gained valuable extra experience and the general level of competence was 
again very high. For the first time, we experimented and had the assistance of Mr. Carney and 
A. Fearon on the instruction side. Their help was invaluable and they gained in confidence as 
their knowledge and fluency increased—their help next year will enable us to expand and 
increase the number of courses per term. 


G.A. 


Sailing Club 


The Club has had eight outings to Matopos dam this year. These were very enjoyable but 
are hardly sufficient for a keen sailor to keep his hand in and we are intending to arrange four 
trips per term if at all possible in 1987. Because the Club is newly revived its membership is 
very small and very junior, and Mr. J. Musgrave, a parent, has kindly offered to come out to 
Falcon to show a video on sailing. It should then be possible to arrange for interested boys to get 
a trial trip out to Matopos to try the real thing. 


Looking further ahead it would be good if we had facilities for non-competitive sailing 
close to Falcon where novices could develop an interest in the sport before considering buying 
a boat of their own. 

J.M.D. 


Shooting Club 


Master in Charge: G.M. Tattersfield 
Captain of Shooting: B.D. Henderson 


1986 has been another successful year for the Shooting Club. The Club now numbers ten 
full members who meet regularly on Friday afternoons. In addition to these members a large 
numbher of other boys have been invited to come along and shoot during the year. The 
principle limiting factor for our shooting activities remains the shortage of ammunition, and 
this has been one reason why the entrance qualification for the Club remains high (a consistent 
72% or more is required). 


We have been fortunate this year to have had some matches against other schools. In 
particular we have had two fixtures with Plumtree School which were of great benefit to the 
team’s experience and were much enjoyed.Next year it is hoped to increase considerably the 
number of shooting events, and approaches are being made to schools and clubs in Mashonaland 
as well as more locally. We would like to express our gratitude for the continued support of 
several parents: Messrs. Empacher, van Eeden and Gough have all given assistance over the 
year without which the Shooting Club might have been in a very poor position. Within the 
School, many thanks are due to B.D. Henderson for a fine year as Captain of Shooting, and 
citations have been awarded to him, to M.H. Heathcote and to A.M. van Eeden for their 
services to the sport. B.D. Henderson was also awarded ‘50’ Club membership for shooting in 
the second term. 


The Inter-house Shooting Trophy was again won by George Grey (for the fourth time in 
succession) who beat Chubb with a comfortable margin to spare. The Caryer Cup for marksman__ 


ship was awarded to P. Gorgolis of Founders. Chubb carried away the Intermediate Shooting 
Trophy, having gained the most new memberships of the Club during the year. 


G.M. TATTERSFIELD 


SHOOTING CLUB 
(Back L to R) T.W. WIGHAM; A.W. THOMPSON; D.J. FOLLWELL; G.W. REVILL 
(Front, L to R) A.M. VAN EEDEN; B.D. HENDERSON; M.H. HEATHCOTE; P. GORGOLIS 


Novices’ Club 


President: J.A.W. Goodburn, P.J. Roselt (3rd term) 
Chairman: M.H. Wray 
Secretary: A. Huckle 


During the course of the year we have had several interesting people coming to talk to us, 
namely: Mr. Cunningham who spoke on British Universities, Mr. Curtis who spoke on the 
‘Food Game’, Major King who spoke on his journey across Africa from West to East, Mr. 
Hughes-Hall whose topic was on the Besanji (which is a type of dog most commonly found in 
the Sudan) and Mrs. Coulson who talked to us about the history of the Esigodini area. All 
these talks were thoroughly enjoyed by the members and I thank them all for coming. 

Mr. J. Goodburn left us at the end of the 2nd term and will be sadly missed by the club. On 
behalf of the society we thank him for all his efforts in finding interesting people to speak to us 
and for the sound running of the club for over eleven years. I think special mention of Mr. 
Roselt should be added for his kindness in taking over the club. 

In all the club has had a good year and I am sure it will continue to flourish. 


M.H. WRAY 
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The Peregrine 


This year has been reasonably successful for the Peregrine. Many of the articles received 
were of a high standard although only few of them came from the senior half of the school. 
Drawings were a bit scarce at first but I tended to get many more later on in the year. I think the 
Peregrine is an excellent opportunity for young artists to exhibit their work and I fully 
encourage it. It is a pity that there is no efficient way of introducing colour but hopefully in 
future years this may be achieved. 

Ishoulds like to thank Mr. Roselt for censoring the magazine and showing me how to edit 
it. Thanks also to my House Representatives for their help in getting all the articles from the 
various houses. Special thanks and praise must go to Mrs. van Wyk who had the laborious job 
of typing out the magazine.Last but not least, thanks toMr. Todd and Mr. Stewart for taking 
time to help answer letters to the Editor. May I wish next year’s Editor and Reps the best of 
luck and every success. 


M.E. CARNEY 


Fourth Form Forum 


President: Mrs. T.W. Mylne 
Chairman: M.B. Stuart 


There were three meetings of the Fourth Form Forum in 1986. The first was in the first 
term and took the form of a talk and slide show by Mr. Dave White who teaches at Plumtree 
School. Mr. White is widely-travelled and he talked to the Forum about his trip across Asia. 
We found his talk interesting and very entertaining and would happily have listened to him for 
several hours more. 

For our next meeting Russell Judge, the tennis captain, and Hilton Barbour gave us a 
most interesting talk about the tennis team’s tour to Australia. Judge gave the initial talk and 
then Barbour answered the many questions. 

The third meeting was held just before the start of the ‘O’ Level exams. Mr. Martin 
Sanderson kindly brought his collection of record-players out to the College. He began his 
talk with a modern Walkman and gradually worked back over the years. All his record players 
are in working order and Mr. Sanderson has a vast collection of records and was able to play us 
records which were popular when each record-player was manufactured. 

We would like to thank all our guests for giving up their time to give us interesting and 
entertaining talks. 


Beekeeping Society 


Master in Charge: Mr. R. Brebner 
Chairman: S. Gibbs 
Treasurer: N. Hammond 
Members: T. Nicolle, R. van der Riet, R. Edwards, 
D. Henderson, R. Whyte 


This year was devoted mainly to the reconstruction and consolidation of the club hives as 
we were unfortunate to lose two hives through wax moth. This was in spite of feeding during 
the winter months to try and keep the strength of the hives up. 
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Two new swarms were caught and installed in the bee house. These appear to be doing 
very well and after supering they should be ready to produce honey next season. R. van der 
Riet and R. Edwards are to be congratulated on their hive which was the first hive in the society to 
yield honey this year. Some of the members have been guilty of neglecting their hives this year 
and as a result have not been able to crop any honey. It is up to them to realise that the more 
they put into their beekeeping the better their returns will be. 

The society has continued to attend the monthly meetings of the Matabeleland Bee- 
keeping Association in Bulawayo from which we have been able to pick up many useful and 
practical ideas on management. 


R.B. 


Woodsmoke Club 


This year the Woodsmoke Club enjoyed several outings into the bush. The most memorable 
one was to the lovely Matopos area where we camped at Gordon Park (thanks to the kindness 
of the Scouts). The unsurpassed beauty and tranquility of this area was disturbed one night 
when a leopard decided to visit the camp . . . or was it a bush pig? Anyway, the much-needed 
slumber of the group was severely disturbed by the screams from one, and then another, of the 
groups. 

Of course it was the masters who saved the day. Never fearing the possible danger, they 
strode to the scene at great speed—deliberately causing much comfotion by tripping over 
logs, falling face-downwards and running into the odd lurking tree. I think the leopard lost its 
appetite: he slunk away into the darkness and no one slept that night. What gallant masters 
we have! 


P.J.R. 


Leatherwork Club 


The increase in the membership of this club this year to over forty-five boys necessitated 
the club being taken thrice weekly. Owing to the scarcity of essential equipment (like rivets 
which are imported) the creativity of the members was restricted. Nevertheless, the boys 
continued to enjoy, with a great degree of freedom, working with leather. 


P.J.R. 
Sports Reports 
CAPTAINS OF SPORT 

Tennis - R. JUDGE Soccer - T.J. LUPEPE 
Athletics - G.V. SAUNDERS Cricket -J.W. ARMITAGE 
Hockey - A.S. WESTAWAY Squash -S.H. SCOTT 
Rugby - S.M.SMITH Swimming -A.H. MIRTLE 
Cross Country and Diving -R.G. DIXON 
Road Running “RG. BIPCHUOCK Waterpolo -A.H. MIRTLE 
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FALCON COLLEGE — Ist TEAM TENNIS 1986 
(Back, LtoR) M.R. PATTISON; M.H. HEATHCOTE; H.B. WHEELER; J.W. FOTHERINGHAM; 
C.A. McCANN 
(Front, L to R) G.S. COOPER; A.S. WESTAWAY; R. JUDGE (Captain); H.R. BARBOUR; 
D.M. FOSTER; B.E. SAUNDERS 


TENNIS 1986 


Undoubtedly, the highlight of the year was the Australian tour, of which there is a full 
report following this report. We must express our deep gratitude to all who contributed, in any 
way, to make the tour possible. 


Within the college there was once again, tremendous support for the sport, with the courts 
being in almost constant use throughout the year. From the fixtures point of view, however, 
the juniors were destined to suffer the disappointment of having several of their matches 
cancelled, leaving them with a very thin programme. The time has obviously come when the 
playing of internal leagues should be introduced, at least in the Under 13 and Under 14 
groups. 

The First Team had a reasonably successful year, winning Mim du Toit Competition 
matches against Fletcher High and Plumtree, before being eliminated in the semi-finals by 
C.B.C. 

The Second Team played only two matches, defeating the previously unbeaten Milton 
Seconds by 14 matches to 2 and then winning 12-4 against Gifford Firsts. 

The junior groups all acquitted themselves extremely well, winning practically all of their 
matches. There is considerable talent among them, which augurs well for the future. 

The college championships resulted in some exciting contests, and included a number of 
surprising results. In the Junior Singles, S.D. Smart won against B.J. Gass, and these two 
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were expected to win the Junior Doubles. It was not to be, however, as S.N. Eastwood and T.K. 
Shaw emerged as winners after a protracted battle. 

The Middle Singles title went to J.W. Fotheringham who defeated C.A. McCann in the 
final and Fotheringham teamed up with S.G. Peall to win the Middle Doubles championship 
against A.G. Huckle and P.W. Hale. 

The Number 1 seed in the Open Singles, R. Judge, ,duly won against A.S. Westaway, 
while Judge and hyis regular First Team partner, G.S. Cooper were convincing winners of the 
Open Doubles, comfortably beating C.A. McCann and H.R. Barbour. 

Tredgold became the Junior House champions by winning the final against Oates, with 
Hervey defeating Founders to win the Senior House championship. The latter victory was 
hardly surprising, as Hervey’s team consisted of four members of the College First Team with 
a fifth member unable to gain a place in his House team. 

Those who played for the First Team during 1986 were: R. Judge (Captain), G.S. Cooper, 
H.R. Barbour, B.E. Saunders, D.M. Foster, C.A. McCann, MLR. Pattison, J.W. Fotheringham, 
M.H. Heathcote, A.S. Westaway, S.G. Peall and P.N.H. Nethersole. 


Awards ‘50’ Club —- C.A. McCann and J.W. Fotheringham. 
The Captain of Tennis for 1987 will be B.E. Saunders. 


Tennis Tour to Australia — 1986 


Firstly a very big thank you to everyone who made the tour possible and to the fund raising 
committee for all their efforts. We made our first stop in Perth where we were in transit for an 
hour, and then continued to Sydney. We disembarked and after a slight customs hold up we 
were met by our hosts from The Scots College. The tour got off to asunny start for the first two 
days and then came the ‘big wet’. With thirteen inches falling in twelve hours two matches had 
to be cancelled. 

We were very impressed by the uniform at Kings College, a College with a long history of 
tradition. Kings College being the only all-boarding school we visited was easily comparable to 
Falcon College. Their courts were a synthetic ‘astro-turf’ surface, the bounce being good and 
true, was an added bonus for our two-handed players. Our host Richard Haig did an excellent 
job of entertaining us while we stayed in the College Hospital. 

We were mainly based at Newington College, spending two nights at ‘the Brown’s’ house. 
Our two weeks in Sydney were organised most efficiently by Mr. Brown but unfortunately the 
rain was not included in his plan and a few of our organised tours had to be cancelled. This did 
not stop our hosts from organising trips along the beaches, harbours, bays, reserves and to the 
many Aussie attractions. 

We took a day to travel to Armidale in hired vehicles. We went on a guided tour of the 
farmlands and saw asheep shearing gang in action. We had our first barbecue at The Armidale 
School (TAS) with our opposition. On our return journey along the scenic route of the coast we 
had our first opportunity to revel in the delight of an Australian beach. 

On arrival in Perth we were met by the organisers Mr. Muller and Mr. Warden, after 
which we were taken to Guildford Grammar School to meet our hosts. Since the weekend 
coincided with their mid-term break our hosts were very organised in showing us what Perth 
had to offer for tourists. On Saturday we went to Swan’s Club where we watched Australian 
Rules Football between Swans and Subiaco. Subiaco, the favourites, won by a large margin of 
117 points. Most of the Australians with us had still not mastered the intricate rules of the 
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game—the general idea being to kick the ball through the centre posts for six points, then on 
the defence to force your opponents off the field or to kick through the side posts for a mere one 
point. 

The cruise down the Swan River gave us a good opportunity to see in and around Perth. 
One section included the Americas Cup Harbour in which the winning boat with the Aussie- 
designed keel was on display. It was said that the population of Perth would double with the 
forthcoming attraction of the 1986-87 Americas Cup in Fremantle. 

The tour ended on a high note with a barbecue at the Wardens home. At this point I would 
like to thank our manager Mr. P. Westwood and our coach Mr. R. Brebner who ensured the 
smooth running and success of the tour and Mr. Ian Stewart for his mammoth task of 
organisation which was much appreciated by everyone involved. 


RESULTS 
Sydney 


3.8.86 beat The Scots College 17-13 
9.8.86 beat Kings College 21-9 
10.8.86 lost to Newingtron College 12-18 
12.8..86 beat Armidale 20-10 


Perth 

15.8.86 beat Guildford Grammar School 18-12 
17.8.86 lost to Hale College 5-12 

20.8.86 lost to Christchurch Grammar School 6-18 


ATHLETICS TEAM 1986 
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Athletics Report 1986 


The athletics season of 1986 brought some marvellously exciting competition to Falcon 
College. The school hosted four meetings, each bringing fierce and competitive rivalry, while 
inter-house and inter-school records were broken on many occasions. Competition was always 
close while there were some memorable moments to savour. Altogether the season was richly 
rewarding for competitors and spectators alike. 


It had begun with much hope. Firstly it was hoped to increase the size of the track to 
international standard but after the field was surveyed this was discovered to be impossible. 
However it was possible to straighten and lengthen it slightly, even for the eight lanes 
necessary for the Inter-Schools meeting. Secondly it was hoped that the running of the 
meetings would be smooth. This hope was fulfilled but perhaps at the expense of not having 
enough time to coach individuals in their particular events as much as would have been 
desired. Thirdly it was hoped that while all could not be successful all could enjoy the 
competition. And I believe that at the end of the season athletics was the winner. 


The Inter-House Athletics Standards Competition which started the season amply 
displayed this fact for at the end of ten days of competition, with every boy taking part (if on 
sport) and the result being determined by a percentage figure according to the number of boys 
in each house, Hervey beat Chubb by the incredibly narrow margin of 0,05%, while Chubb in 
turn only narrowly beat Founders by 0,11%. Most pleasing about this competition was the 
increase from last year of the number of boys who gained 18 (maximum) and 17 points. 


But from that point on, the gauntlet was down, for the same three houses challenged each 
other in the other two house competitions. The Inter-House Relay Competition saw the points 
lead change hands almost as frequently as the batons did, the final result depending on the 
very last race. Again Hervey just won, beating Founders, with Chubb third.. 


It all pointed towards an exciting prospect for Founders Day and although the margin of 
victory was much more conclusive for Hervey the performances of individuals were far more 
pleasing. Indeed nine school records were broken that day and three more were equalled. W. 
Vermeulen (whose father, R. Vermeulen still holds the Open Javelin record) broke the Under 
13 Hurdles record and the Under 13 200 metres record in the process of winning all of his four 
events, plus his relay. C. Evans, who already holds three school records in throwing events, 
added another when he broke the record for the Open Discus which had stood for 21 years. He 
also set a new record in the Open Shot (where a new weight of shot was used). Other record- 
breakers were G. Revill (Under 14 High Jump), J. Way (Under 14 Hurdles), M. Tshuma 
(Under 15 Triple Jump) and the Hervey Under 15 4 x 400 metres and 4 x 100 metres relay 
teams. Add to these the record-equalling performances of J. Sparks (Open Hurdles), J. 
Fotheringham (Under 16 Hurdles) and P. Sibanda (Under 15 400 metres) and you have quitea 
meeting! 


If the Inter-House meetings were close, exciting and of a high standard so too were the 
Inter-School meetings both hosted by Falcon. As with our own relay meeting the Pentagonal 
Relay meeting depended on the last race, with Plumtree pipping Falcon by 2% points. 
However the tables were turned in the Inter-Schools Zone 3 meeting for eight schools when 
Falcon beat Plumtree by 38% points with Mzingwane, last year’s winners, third, a further 
98% points behind. Special features of this meeting were (a) the number of events filled into 
the one day, making it more exciting for the spectators even if more demanding for the 


athletes, and (b) the nine records that were broken, including the Under 17 Discus won by 
C. Evans. 
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As this meeting was confined to Under 15 competitors upwards, a separate meeting was 
held at Milton by CBC for the Under 13 and Under 14 age groups for those schools who could 
enter such teams. Here Milton beat Falcon by 2% points, the result again depending on the 
last race. 


The proposed ‘B’ Inter-House Relay meeting, for those not involved in the Pentagonal, 
had to be cancelled on account of a rare appearance of rain. 


This report testifies to the tremendous amount of competition and training by the boys 
but equally important was the enormous contribution of many boys who offered stewarding 
assistance under the exemplary organisation of M. Saunders and D. Beattie. Our grateful 
thanks go to them all. 


By the time that this report is read the new season will perhaps be under way. May 1986 be 
an inspiration to all in 1987. 


Colours were re-awarded to C. Saunders (an outstanding athlete who suffered through 
injury but competed with great courage) and W. Schultz, and were awarded to C. Evans. 


‘50’ Club membership was re-awarded to J. Sparks and awarded to B. Bydawell, R. 
Dixon, H. Mirtle, S. Smith, R. Tucker, B. Saunders, A. Conolly, R. van der Riet and M. 
Saunders. 


Hockey 1986 


The 1986 hockey season was an encouraging one both within the school and within 
Matabeleland. At Falcon all the A and B sides had successful seasons winning the majority of 
their inter-school games while the inter-house leagues both at junior and senior level continued to 
be popular and keenly contested. In addition, because of the welcome revival of hockey 
at schools such as Hamilton, Gifford and Northlea our B, C and even D sides played a fair 
number of inter-school games. 

The season began with a four day visit to the School by a touring side from Kings College. 
Auckland, New Zealand. The visit was particularly historic and memorable because the coach 
was Mr. Robin Fleming, an Old Boy who captained a very successful 1st XI hockey team in 
1973 and the Headmaster (not on tour), Mr. lan Campbell, was Headmaster of St. Stephen’s 
College, Balla Balla, for anumber of years. The touring side played some eleven games both in 
Matabeleland and Mashonaland, and managed to see a fair amount of the country, including 
the Victoria Falls and Matopos. 


At provincial level there were three welcome innovations within schools hockey. Firstly, 
mini hockey was introduced to junior schools and played at inter-schools level. At first 
hockey coaches showed some reservations and even suspicion at such arevolutionary step, but 
once a few teething problems had been ironed out it was played with great enthusiasm and 
inquiries were made about the game from as far afield as Svishvane and Triangle. 


Secondly, the Matabeleland Men’s Hockey Board in order to have greater liaison between it 
and schools introduced the new post of Schools’ Representative. As a result a number of 
coaching sessions were held at various schools and a number of prominent senior players 
offered their services as coaches. It is hoped that at least one clinic will be organised for 
teacher/coaches before the 1987 season gets under way. 

Thirdly, for the first time the Men’s Board provided one of the selectors during the 
Matabeleland Schools’ Trials. This provided valuable experience and it is hoped that as a 
result no mistakes were made in selection. It was most encouraging at these trials to see a 
combined Gifford/Northlea side involved and although no member of this side was selected for 
the two provincial teams it in no way disgraced itself. 
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Finally, I would like to express my appreciation to the school coaching staff and the Fi rs t G ame aH O ck e y R e D ort 5 9 8 6 


schoolboy assistants for the effort and dedication they showed during the 1986 season. We are 
aso most grateful to Mr. and Mrs. Westaway and Mr. and Mrs.. Smith for presenting the | 


much needed trophies for “The Most Improved Players (Senior and Junior) of the Year’. In the hockey report of 1985 I concluded by hoping that the 1986 season would not be a 
““what-might-have-been season”, one that promised much but produced little, as that one 


had been. Now! consider that this season was not like that but was actually a very good one, for 
after a difficult and shakey start the players developed into a fine team and produced some 
marvellous hockey. They learnt to create space for themselves and for the team, to use the ball 
well and they showed much character in different ways. Their potential was realised and they 
became an exciting and entertaining team to watch. Those folk who chose not to watch were 
the poorer. 


However the season could so easily have been a disaster. Our first game, after only two 
days of practice and trials, was against the visiting Kiwi Wanderers who were playing their 
fifth game in eight days. They were much sharper and quicker and although we had more 
corners they beat us 3-0. The following week-end brought the Inter-Zonal Festival in Harare \ 
where two more defeats and one victory transpired. The next week we laboured to beat | 
Hamilton and then lost 0-2 to Plumtree on their difficult home ground. That meant that in 
three weeks the team had suffered four defeats, won only two games, conceded 12 goals and 
scored only six. A crisis of confidence was looming! 


G.A.M. 


Ist XI HOCKEY 
(Back, L to R) S. GEMMILL; K. WILLIAMS; J. ARMITAGE; D. STORRER; 
R. FRASER-MACKENZIE 
(Seated, L to R) R. JUDGE; P. SMITH (Vice-Captain); A. WESTAWAY (Captain); 
M. HAMMOND; M. DAVENPORT : : 
(Front) A. BING Photo: Peter Wood 
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In fact they never lost another game. In the remaining nine full matches, the team scored 
31 goals and conceded only nine. On six occasions they scored four or more goals in a game. But 
of these nine matches two stand out vividly. The return fixture against Plumtree was an 
extremely exciting match that was won for Falcon by a beautiful goal late in the game. 


The real highlight of the season however was the game against Peterhouse. To beat 
Peterhouse is always a Falcon boy’s great desire. Toscore six goals against them therefore with 
a fast, attractive and attacking display was something to treasure. Even the Falcon boys 
appeared surprised by what they could do. 


One might pause to try to explain the huge transformation from a struggling team to a 
potent one. No magic wand was waved, nor was there any change in their training. It cannot 
even be claimed that it was the birth of the coach’s son on the day of the Plumtree match, their 
last defeat, that brought about the change. But several factors are significant. Firstly the team 
was prepared to put in a tremendous amount of work, even on their own. Secondly the team was 
unchanged, bringing a continuity, an understanding and team spirit.. Thirdly the system was 
changed. In actual fact it remained the same system, but the boys were told it was 2-3-5 and 4- 
3-3 so they were happy. Clearly the psychological aspect is important in sport! 


A fourth factor was the actual capabilities of the players plus a captain and vice-captain 
who not only had tremendous skills but understood concepts of the game and were very good at 
helping other players to put them into practice. The captain, Westaway, led the attack and 
the side by example and commitment, scoring a lot of goals, setting up chances for team mates 
and constantly posing problems for the opposition defences. Smith, his vice-captain, also 
possessed superb close dribbling skills and read the game well, performing best when he acted 
as a double centre-forward with Westaway. Both players were selected for Zimbabwe schools 
and in fact both were in close contention for the full Zimbabwe men’s team. 


The other players also developed well. Bing in goal was brave, alert and had some superb 
games at the end of the season. Williams, having played all his hockey previously as a forward 
became an efficient full-back, playing coolly, sensibly and sagely. Armitage, when he tried not 
to thrash the ball, defended well though was sometimes too casual in his marking. Storrer 
survived a loss of confidence in mid-season by concentrating on the basics and simplicity and 
bgecame a strong player by the end. Hammond was a tireless, determined worker at centre- 
half whose distribution and vision improved dramatically while Fraser- Mackenzie performed 
consistently, confidently and reliably. The two wings, Davenport and Gemmill, grew in 
confidence and consequently became very dangerous and exciting players who scored a lot of 
goals. Judge at inner never quite regained last season’s form (in a different position) but was a 
strong and hard player who closed down the opposition’s attacks well and also scored many 
valuable goals from corners. In the last two games of the season the tennis tour deprived the 
team of Westaway and Judge but most heartening for next year was the way Dube and Stuart 
stepped in, the former in fact scoring in both games. 


Other 2nd XI players were unfortunate not to gain first team places. Special credit must 
go to Furber who was an enthusiastic and aware captain and who also improved as a player 
significantly. Strang read the game well and released the ball sensibly while the other young 
players, Khan, Reed and Brockwell at times showed great promise. The older heads, Franceys, 
Hornby, Wheeler and Jamieson, although they perhaps reached their highest level still 
showed improvement and always gave total commitment. As a result the 2nd XI was unbeaten 
against other schools. 


In conclusion it was quite simply a privelege and pleasure to work with and to watch the 
first game hockey. They can be proud of their performances as Falcon can be proud of 
them. 
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HONOURS - A. Westaway, P. Smith 

COLOURS - R. Judge, M. Hammond, A. Bing 

‘50’ CLUB - K. Williams, J. Armitage, R. Fraser-Mackenzie, M. Davenport, 
S. Gemmill, D. Storrer, A. Furber, P. Dollar 


ZIMBABWE SCHOOLS — A. Westaway, P. Smith 
MATABELELAND SCHOOLS A _ - A. Westaway, P. Smith 
MATABELELAND SCHOOLS B_ - M. Hammond, R. Judge, A. Bing, M. Davenport 


FIRST XI RESULTS 
v. King’s College lost 0-3 v. Plumtree lost 0-2 and won 1-0 
v. Vainona won 2-0 v.C.B.C. won 4-2 nd won 4-2 
v. St. George’s lost 0-2 v. Milton won 4-1 and drew 2-2 
v. P.E. lost 1-4 v. Peterhouse won 6-1 
v. Hamilton won 8-1 and won 4-1 v. Queens Club won 4-2 and drew 2-2 


Played 15; Won 9; Drew 2; Lost 4. 


Senior House Hockey Cup — Hervey 2 Founders 0 
Junior House Hockey Cup — Tredgold 5 George Grey 2 
Senior House 9-a-side League Winners — Founders 
Junior House Mini-League Winners — Hervey 

Most Improved Player Senior — S. Gemmill 

Most Improved Player Junior — P. Sibanda 


Ist XV 
(Back, L to R) R. KRUGER; B. SAUNDERS; D. HATTON; C. EVANS; R. TUCKER; 
D. KIRKMAN; A. BRUK-JACKSON; H. MIRTLE; B. HENDERSON, H. ROSS; B. BYDAWELL 
(Front) P. DOLLAR; M. PATTISON; R. DIXON; S. SMITH; Mr. REYNOLDS; W. SCHULTZ: 
S. HALL; S. SCOTT 
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Rugby 1986 


Falcon fielded fourteen sides during the 1986 season and could have raised more if the 
opposition had been available. There was strong representation in all age groups and as a 
result no school was able to win a majority of its games against the College. Taking into 
account the calibre of opponents such as Plumtree, Peterhouse, Prince Edward and Milton 
this was no mean achievement. The Third XV emerged as an unbeaten team for the second 
successive season whilst the Under 14A lost its first match in two years but if anything looked 
an even more talented side than last year. 


First XV players gave valuable assistance in helping to coach junior sides, M. Saunders, 
S. Gibbs and L. Dixon proved accomplished referees. 


M. Saunders impressed to the extent that he was asked to blow one of the Ist XV matches 
at the Matabeleland Schools’ trials. The enthusiasm and dedication of staff were key factors 
in the achievements of the season and thanks and commendation must be extended to them 
for all their hard work. 


FIRST XV 


Captain: S. Smith 
Vice-Captain: M. Pattison 


The pre-season festival in Harare with 24 schools participating provided a stimulating 
preparatory experience for the First XV. Despite a loss to St. George’s in the final match of the 
tournament Falcon impressed with good wins over Churchill and Lord Malvern playing 
attractive running rugby in the process. 


Over the course of the season the side became highly rated with a justifiable reputation for 
powerful forward play and incisive, hard running three-quarter play. 


Nine of the Falcon team were represented in the successful Matabeleland Schools’ XV 
and five players were selected for the Zimbabwe School’s squad which twice defeated the National 
Under 19 team. 


In best form the Falcon XV was outstanding as the Prince Edward team was to discover, 
suffering its heaviest defeat in years. 


S. Smith, the captain of the side playing his second season for the Zimbabwe Schools, was 
a powerful and mobile lock who lead by example and drove into rucks and mauls with 
relentless force. His towering leaps in line-outs ensured valuable primary possession. Zimbabwean 
hooker S. Scott was a tireless worker and fast striker of the ball. Amongst the backs P. 
Dollar emerged as a nuggety and courageous scrum-half who made many telling breaks over 
the oposition gain line. R. Dixon as a national centre was a superbly fluent handler of the ball 
who, when he broke, cut the opponents’ backline with devastating effect. When good ball was 
fed to the wings, B. Bydawell and W. Schultz with their contrasting styles were always 
dangerous and exciting players. Indeed, prior to his untimely injury, Schultz’s penetrative 
power and pace were beginning to be a key facet of the College’s attacking play. 


Why then with power and talent a-plenty did the side fail to overcome its nemesis— 
‘Plumtree’, albeit in two extremely close encounters? The answer lay in injudicious decisions 
by key players in the heat of the moment, and the erratic form of pivotal players, fly half and 
full back, who wavered under intense pressure. Yet how talented and effective the latter two 
were when not pressurised! 

In summary the 1986 First XV promised much, produced good results and entertained a 
great deal with its attacking brand of running rugby. That they never attained the unbeaten 
status they sought was no reflection on the resolution and commitment of a fine group of 
Falcon sportsmen. 
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First XV Results 


v. Churchill won 31-6 v. Milton won 12-0 
v. Lord Malvern won 19-6 v. CBC won 56-0 
v. St. George’s lost 13-0 v. Peterhouse won 18-7 
v. Eaglesvale won 53-0 v. Prince Edward won 24-0 
v. Plumtree lost 14-9 v. Plumtree lost 14-0 
v. Lomagundi won 27-10 v. Milton drew 6-6 
v. CBC won 31-7 


Points for: 380 — Points against: 51 
RUGBY AWARDS 1986 


ZIMBABWE SCHOOLS S. Smith, R.G. Dixon, W.H. Schultz, S.A. Scott, 
Reserve — P.R. Dollar 


MATABELELAND XV_ S.M. Smith, W.H. Schultz, R.G. Dixon, S.A. Scott, P.R. Dollar, 
M. Pattison, S.A. Hall, B.P. Bydawell, C.N. Evans 


HONOURS S.M. Smith 

COLOURS R.G. Dixon, P.R. Dollar, M.R. Pattison (Re-award), S.C. Scott, 
W.H. Schultz 

‘50’ CLUB A.C. Bruk-Jackson, B.P. Bydawell, C.N. Evans, S.A. Hall, 


D.M. Hatton, B.D. Henderson, D.M. Kirkman, R.B. Kruger, 
H.S. Ross, R.P. Tucker. 


From the Bulawayo Chronicle 


Falcon shine on rugby tour 


Falcon College First XV rugby team had a highly successful two week tour of 
England. 

The team, which was accompanied by two officials—Mike Herring as manager and Don 
Hatton as coach—played six matches and they won five of them and drew the other. All the 
matches were played at Kent County Area, in the south-east of England. 

Hatton had to replace team coach Lionel Reynolds, who could not travel because of 
illness. 

“Tt was Reynolds’ hard work and team spirit that won us the game. The boys played their 
hearts out and got rewarded by winning all but one game—our first against Seven Oaks—with 
whom we drew 4-4,” said Hatton yesterday. 

In the other matches Falcon College beat Eltham College 14-7, a combined Kings, 
Rochester and Gravesend team 26-16, Kent 12-0, R.G.S. Guildferd 25-7 and Skinners School 
20-7. 

Hatton said that their best game of the tour was against R.G.S. Guildford, the senior 
schools’ team in the area whom they beat 25-7, with man-of-the-series flyhalf Mark Pattison 
scoring one penalty and three conversions to pull in a total of nine points in this game. 

Other outstanding players were scrumhalf Paul Dollar, eighthman David Kirkman, lock 
and captain Simon Smith, wings William Schultz, Bruce Bydawell and Aiden Bruk-Jackson 
and centre Brian Saunders. 
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Road Running and Cross-Country 1986 


This year saw Falcon participate in more runs than ever before. During the first and third 
terms there was rarely a weekend without a race. The inter-school cross-country programme 
was reintroduced with Falcon staging a championship at Hillside Dams and a Cross-Country 
Relay event at Falcon. Seven schools competed in these events which were a great success. 
Falcon’s only win came in the Junior Cross-Country Relay event with the team of P. Sibanda, 
M. Tshuma, B. Zijenah coming out on top. 

As a result of the races in the first term M. Mlalazi and P. Hadebe were picked to 
represent the Matabeleland Junior team in the Inter-Provincial Championships in Harare. 

In the third term Falcon participated in seven races including the How Mine 21 km and 
the Datlabs Hope Fountain 30 km. 

The most important runner this year has been I. Franceys who along with Hadebe and 
Mlalazi was awarded ‘50’ Club. 

Chubb House cleaned up everyone in the Inter-House events winning both Junior and 
Senior Cross-Country relay events and the school Cross-Country Championship. I. Franceys 
won the individual event. é mem, 


Ist XI SOCCER 
(Back, L to R) C. CHIBAFA; D. REID; V. VUMA; G. NKOMO; N. CHORUMA; 
D. MHLABA, A. NDLOVU 
(Front) T. NDEBELE; K. SETOBOLI,; T. LUPEPE; Mr. NOBLE; M. MLALAZI; 
P. SIBANDA; P. HADEBE 
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Soccer 1986 


In this our second season of soccer at Falcon we decided to participate in the local schools 
league. This proved to be asuccessful move both in terms of a reduction in transport costs and 
an increase in the number of wins for the team. We finished third in the league but unfortunately 
we were bundled out of the cup in the first round. 


In general it proved to be a rewarding season in which the level of soccer being played 


improved immeasurably. Seven players were awarded ‘50’ Clubs: M. Mlalazi, P. Sibanda, 
T.J. Lupepe, P. Hadebe, G. Nkomo, T. Ndebele and V. Vuma. 


G.D.G.N. 


Ist XI CRICKET 
(Back, L to R) S. PEALL; R. WHYTE; M. DAVENPORT; P.D. DOLLAR; A. CONOLLY; 
P. SMITH; P. STRANG 
(Front) C. EVANS; P.R. DOLLAR; J. ARMITAGE (Captain); G. BRUK-JACKSON; 
R. DIXON; K. FRANCEYS 


BO 


First XI 


Captain: J.W. Armitage 
Vice-Captain: P.R. Dollar 


The first term was spent successfully building on a nucleus of five players with previous 
First XI experience. The weather was kind, other than in the game with CBC, the batting 
sound, the bowling steady and the fielding improved with every outing. Large victories 
against Milton, both by nine wickets, and two wins against Plumtree were offset by draws with 
CBC and Peterhouse. 


The third term saw two significant changes. Firstly the departure of John Worwood who 
had successfully guided the fortunes of the First XI for some years, to Thailand and secondly 
the introduction of limited overs cricket in First XI matches. John made his dislike of this 
style of cricket for schoolboys well known, so perhaps his departure was deliberately planned 
for April! 

The annual pilgrimage to the Mashonaland Country Districts in August/September 
provided the ideal opportunity to blood new players, to renew old friendships and to work out 
strategies for limited overs cricket. The advice received by several of the old hands and in 
particular from our most successful ‘“‘modern” old boy, Andrew Waller, was much appreciated 
by the team and the coach. In winning five of the six tour matches, losing only to the strong 
Enterprise side, the team matured immensely as individuals and as a unit. Highlights of the 
tour included the batting of Bruk-Jackson with three centuries, Armitage and Evans, Strang’s 
leg-spin bowling, the useful Falcon fielding and the impressive performances of G.Peall, 
R. Staunton and Old Boys A. Waller and R. Meikle in opposition. Our grateful thanks to all who 
helped to make the tour a success and in particular to the dedicated bond of parents who 
followed us around. 


The XI never looked back after the tour and recorded victories in all six of their school 
fixtures in the third term. Most were for better balanced matches than perhaps the results 
would indicate, though the tighter the situation the better the team seemed to respond. Far 
larger run totals were achieved than was the norm before the advent of limited overs, probably 
because the team set itself targets. rather than aimlessly accumulating runs. The growing 
maturity of G. Bruk-Jackson’s batting (eleven hundred runs this year), was the cornerstone 
of most of the victories, though the efforts with the bat of J. Armitage, C. Evans, A. Conolly 
and S. Peall were very effective, if not always pleasing to the purist. P. Strang developed into 
the main strike bowler, with 78 wickets this year, though he was ably supported by Evans, 
Peall and K. Franceys in the main. It was, however, the enthusiastic and often very polished 
performance, in the field that was the decisive factor in the team’s success. 


The prospects for 1987 look good and with the strong possibility of a tour to Britain in 
August, competition for places will be even more intense. 


Finally the thanks of the whole team are extended to the caterer and groundsmen for their 
efforts this year. 


Awards 

‘50’ CLUB A. Conolly, M. Davenport, K. Franceys (Matabeleland Schools), 
S. Peall (Matabeleland Schools) and M. Hammond (3rd XI) 

COLOURS J. Armitage (Zimbabwe Schools), C. Evans 

HONOURS G. Bruk-Jackson (Zimbabwe Schools; Matabeleland Men) 


ZIMBABWE FAWNS (U15) D. Gibbs, J. Gibson, A. Huckle, M. Ranchhod 
DJF. 
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Cricket 1986 


The year has turned out to be very successful in terms of results achieved in inter-school 
fixtures. This was due toa large extent to the growing reservoir of talent at the College amongst 
both players and coaches. Unfortunately, however, in many cases the A teams were only 
really tested during internal competition though it is hoped to improve matters by travelling 
more in 1987. 


In the Open age group competition for places in the three teams was fierce. M. Hammond’s 
well drilled 3rd XI epitomised the dilemma in which Falcon finds itself. With enough players 
to fill a 4th XI the 3rds often found themselves without a game on a Saturday and had to resort 
to a highly entertaining internal league to achieve any semblance of cricketing fulfilment. 
Many younger players in this group learnt, of necessity, the value of patience, tolerance and 
the meaning of sincerity as the senior citizens dominated the batting and bowling! 


The 2nd XI had an unbeaten, though often frustrating season demonstrating throughout 
the value of good team spirit to back up fine individual performances from players such as S. 
Ried, M. Lashbrook, L. Pereira and E. Dube. The captain, M. Saunders, set an excellent 
example and had much to do with the spirit of this team. 


The depth of talent in the age groups was daunting, particularly for those who had to 
provide these youngsters with meaningful competition. Thank goodness their enthusiasm, 
whether they were playing for an A team or in the popular “Cake League”, never waned. 


The 15A team proved to be a highly efficient unit as the varied talents of such players as 
J. Gibson, D. Gibbs, G. Pattison, M. Ranchhod, A. Huckle and J.R. Craig were superbly 
controlled by P. Davis the captain. They reached.their peak with the sound thrashing handed 
out to Churchill in November. The 15B team also had an excellent year with A. Mitumbili and 
captain M. McDonald being particularly successful. 


The U14 age group was large and strong with the A and B teams each losing only one 
match—both against Peterhouse. The 14A loss in the first term demonstrated their fighting 
spirit. Faced with 250 for victory they lost their last wicket on the second last ball with four 
runs remaining. G. Whittall was outstanding as captain and chief batsman, with two centuries, 
though he was ably supported by G: Hopkins, R. Becks and I. Noble. B. Strang appears to have 
a good future as a left arm spinner. The B team were capably led by batsman C. Grant, two 
centuries, though it was very much a case of solid contributions from all members of the team 
with S. Smart, J. Hutchings, S. Kendall and C. Parsons being the most consistent. 


At U13 level the College generally proved to be stronger than most schools though 
matches were always closely contested. There was no lack of talent though patience and 
honest application on the field did not appear to play a large réle at the junior level. The 
fielding was patchy and inconsistent and while no batsman dominated proceedings R. Tolmay, 
L. Kuttner, C. Wylie and R. Taylor were always prominent. Captain Kuttner was the most 
effective with the ball, claiming 71 wickets in his 13 matches, by maintaining a good line and 
length. 


Team 

Records Played Won Lost Drawn 
1st XI 19 15 1 3 
2nd XI 10 6 ue 4 
3rd XI 9 9 as, = 
15A i 9 — z 
15B 10 6 3 1 
14A 13 11 1 1 
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14B 11 10 il = 
13A 13 ll 1 il 
13B 8 4 2 2 


House Competitions 


Though a clean sweep was achieved by Founders in all three competitions they only really 
dominated proceedings in the Junior group. There were some very closely fought matches and 
no more so than in the finals of the Senior and Intermediate competitions. 


The ‘A’ and ‘B’ teams who competed in the Matabeleland Men’s Squash Leagues 
(Back) S. MORTLEMAN, A. THOMPSON 
(Front) P. DOLLAR; S. SCOTT; M. DAVENPORT; H. ROSS 


aA 


Squash 


Falcon Squash expanded pleasingly during 1986. After teething troubles, the new courts 
proved a great boon, giving us four competition courts. The new team in the 5th League proved 
a great success and the exposure to competition against men brought this young team on 
quickly. After an expected weak start, the team went from strength to strength and finished 
third in the League. The Falcon B team formed a powerful quartet and were unlucky to finish 
only third in the 3rd League. The Falcon A team also had one or two disappointments early in 
the season, but finished on a high note when they demolished the team above them in 
devastating fashion. They also ended up third in the 1st League. It is always disappointing to 
have good, keen players without a league game, but when illness strikes or there is a mass 
exodus for weekend sport in Harare, then the value of such reserves becomes apparent. But on 
the more junior side, there is much greater scope for expansion, and Falcon has therefore 
entered one extra team in the 4th League for next year. This will include a mixture of older and 
younger players. 

The importance of League competition is always seen when we come to the M atabeleland 
Schoolboys’ Championships—standards were generally low, and S. Scott beat M. Davenport 
3-2 in the final at Falcon. In the House Championships, Chubb had the monopoly of League 
players and ran out easy winners, followed by Oates and then Hervey. In the Individual 


Championships, there were more entries than ever before and again the League players 
dominated the tournament. In the Open division, M. Davenport beat S. Scott 3-0 and in the 


Intermediate group, P. Strang beat N. Crossland. C. Davenport won the Junior title with 
S. Eastwood the runner-up. 


On the strength ofa very satisfactory season, Colours were awarded to M. Davenport and 

S. Scott; and H. Ross, P. Dollar, S. Mortleman and A. Thompson were elected to the 
*50’ Club. 

G.A. 


SWIMMING TEAM 


ec 


Swimming Report 1986 


Master in Charge: P.J. Roselt 
Captain of Swimming: A.H. Mirtle 
Captain of Diving: R.G. Dixon 


1986 has been a very successful year for the school team. A high standard of swimming 
and dedication to swimming was shown by each member of the team and this was something 
to be proud of. As a result of the effort put in by all the boys, the team won the Inter-Schools 
Gala for the first time in many years. The Inter-Schools Diving was also won by Falcon for the 
second year running. 

The Inter-House gala was run very efficiently and drew a large number of visitors. Good 
house spirit was shown by both participants and spectators alike. Nine new records were 
established with G. Stewart setting five new records, and M. Truman, I. Angus, I. Garnett 
and H. Mirtle each one new record. 


The points were as follows: 


1. Hervey — 684 
2. Chubb — 653 
3. Tredgold — 457 
4. Founders — 388 
5. Oates — 357 
6. George Grey — 328 


A.H. Mirtle and I. Garnett were both selected to represent the Zimbabwe Senior Swimming 
Team at the 1987 All-Africa Games. 


The Standard cup was run very efficiently—a tribute to Falcon masters and the swimming 
captains. 


The final results were: 


1. Chubb — 1886 points 
2. Tredgold — 1495 
3. Oates — 1457 
4. George Grey — 1420 
5. Hervey — 1383 
6. Founders — 1370 


The Inter-House relay gala was interrupted by lightning and although the gala was not 
completed, the results (up to event 23) were: 


1. Chubb — 224 points 
2. Founders — 158 
3. Hervey — 156 
4. Tredgold — 144 
5. George Grey — 134 
6. Oates — 130 


I would like to give my most sincere thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Roselt for all their help and 
assistance this year and to Mr. G. Tattersfield for spending so much time computerising the 
swimming standards. 


66 


Honours were awarded to A.H. Mirtle 
Colours were awarded to D. Kirkman and I. Garnett 
‘50’ Club awarded to M. Pattison. 


A.H. MIRTLE 


lst TEAM WATERPOLO 
(Standing) D. REYNOLDS; R. HYDE; J. CULLEN; S. SMITH; B. BYDAWELL, S. SCOTT 
(Seated) S. GEORGE; K. WILLIAMS; D. KIRKMAN (Vice-Captain); H. MIRTLE (Captain); 
D. HATTON; R. TUCKER 


Waterpolo 1986 


1986 has been a fairly successful and rewarding year for Waterpolo at Falcon. This has 
been largely due to the tremendous team spirit shown by all teams both in training and at the 
various tournaments. Credit for this must go to all the captains concerned and, in particular, 
to H. Mirtle for his superb leadership as 1st team captain and to D. Kirkman for his quiet, but 
constructive, support as vice-captain, not forgetting those lst team players who willingly 
helped coach the junior sides. 

Waterpolo in the Matabeleland region certainly appears to be growing in the Junior 
levels. This year saw the reappearance of the U15 B tournaments, in which Falcon were 
unbeaten except in one game against Plumtree. The U15 A team were equally successful in 
only losing one game this year, also against Plumtree. The most notable junior player was G. 
Norvall who was selected to play for the Matabeleland Combined 2nd Teams’ side in the 
Crusader Shield competition where he acquitted himself well against much senior opposition. 
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In the Senior Waterpolo both the 1st and 2nd teams improved steadily throughout the 
year. The 2nd team, after a disastrous first term came back with a vengeance to win all their 
games in the third term. With most of this team returning next year, 1987 promises to be a very 
successful year at Falcon. 


The Hart Trophy competition proved to be frustrating for the 1st team. Once again the 
trophy slipped out of our grasp to Milton who won by a goal difference of one. In the Crusader 
Shield competition the following weekend, the Falcon side played competent Waterpolo 
losing only their game against Prince Edward, the eventual winners. Falcon were placed 2nd 
out of the ten schools competing, beating Milton by a goal difference of eight. Our thanks go to 
Roy Norris for his invaluable help in preparing the senior sides for these competitions. 


Hart Trophy Results: Crusader Shield Results: 
v, C:B.C. lost 5-6 


v. Prince Edward lost 6-10 
v. Plumtree won 5-3 v. St. George’s won 10-3 
v. Milton won 9-4 v. Speciss won 11-7 
v. Lomagundi won 8-1 
yv. Alan Wilson won 8-4 
INTER-HOUSE Senior: Hervey; Junior: Chubb 


ZIMBABWE D. Kirkman 
MATABELELAND A H. Mirtle, D. Kirkman, D. Hatton 
MATABELELAND B R. Tucker (Captain), S. George, K. Williams 


HONOURS D. Kirkman 
COLOURS H. Mirtle, D. Hatton, S. Smith, R. Tucker, S. George 
‘50’ CLUB K. Williams, D. Reynolds, J. Cullen 


A.L.G. 


Basketball 1986 


The 1986 basketball season was regarded very muchas a “stepping-stone” to the next few 
years. After losing two excellent players from the previous year we were left with a team 
composed solely of boys in Form 4 and below. However, young as they were, over the season 
they developed immensely, not only in individual skills but also in their ability to play as a 
“‘well-oiled”’ unit. 

In the first term we notched up some notable victories: one against Hamilton and 
multiple victories over Gifford and Plumtree. During the third term our attacking players 
were as good as anyone else’s, with only our finishing letting us down. Players such as M. Mlalazi, 
G. Nkomo, F. Mutarah and M. Tshuma improved immeasurably and P. Vlahakis performed 
commendably, for his youthfulness, in the réle of captain. Unfortunately he is leaving the 
school next year and this will be asad loss to the team. However, with such a young first team 
our prospects for the future look extremely exciting. 

Generally, basketball at the school is thriving and this fact led to an exciting Inter-House 
competition in which Chubb took the senior title and Founders the junior title. 


G.D.G.N. 
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BASKETBALL TEAM 
(Back, L to R) P. HADEBE; V. MAFU; P. SIBANDA; F. MUTARAH; E. MULLER; 
B. BROCKWELL; M. TSHUMA 
(Seated) G. NKOMO; M. MLALAZI; Mr. REYNOLDS; P. VLAHAKIS; A. KHAN 


Golf 1986 


Golf has finally got off the ground at Falcon, and over twenty different boys represented 
the College at some stage through the seven Inter-school rounds held over the three Bulawayo 
courses. 


The Inter-schools’ competition has been sponsored by Nomads in 1985 and 1986, and 
Falcon won the Cup for last year’s competition convincingly. But in 1986 the competition 
proved to be much stiffer and teams came from Falcon, CBC, Plumtree, Milton, Girls’ College 
and Western Areas. Teams consisted of five players each, and Falcon usually entered two or three 
teams. All the players played a Stapleford and the four best of the five scores in each team 
counted. 


In the 1986 competition Western Areas won the Cup with the Falcon Second team coming 
second, CBC were third and Falcon first team were fourth. It was good to see golfers who have 
been playing for such a short time win the Cup. 

In each of the seven rounds of the competition there were prizes for the team which came 
first and also an individual prize for the player with the best Stapleford score. 

We all thoroughly enjoyed and looked forward to those games and we did well competing 
with players who were able to practice a lot more frequently than ourselves. Nomads have 
agreed to sponsor this competition again in 1987. 

Our thanks go to Mr. Todd for allowing us to play in this competition. 


M.C.H. 


Fale Y 


Mr. J. Minshull and J. Fick collecting fish for a research project. 
Photo: Peter Wood 
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Exploration Society Expeditions 


In December 1985 and August 1986 Falcon College under the aegis of and in support of the 
Natural History Museum of Zimbabwe undertook expeditions to Doddieburn and Katombora 
Rapids respectively. 

The two areas of study were markedly contrasting. Doddieburn epitomised the hot dry 
southern lowveld of Zimbabwe with large areas of the vegetation typically xerophytic. ‘Hunters 
Camp’ under magnificent riparian vegetation of towering Acacia galpinii trees provided a 
superb campsite and deeply shaded resting place for returning collecting parties who had to 
endure the searing heat of the day whilst pursuing their various activities. 


Inhospitable as the area initially appeared it was to prove rich in fauna and flora. 
‘Museums’ had a very large team in the field consisting of mammology, icthyology, invertebrates 
and ornithology departments, together with the taxidermy and display teams. Under the 


Mrs. Minshull and Douglas Follwell discussing a specimen. 


Photo: Peter Wood 
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careful guidance of the Director, Des Jackson, and his enthusiastic team of curators, the 
schoolboys were fully occupied throughout their stay. 


Pupils were encouraged to assist and learn from the wide variety of collecting techniques 
in operations—mist netting and shooting for ornithology; beating, stone turning and scoop 
neeting for invertebrates; gill netting, rotonone posioning, line fishing and scoop netting for 
icthyology; and shooting and running trap lines for mammal collecting. Nor did the activities 
end there. Everyone was shown the full processing of specimens collected right up to the 
mounting of birds as prepared under field conditions. 


If the days at Doddieburn were filled with activity the evenings were equally so. Spotlighting 
from landrovers at night and the collecting of small mammals and nocturnal birds using 
shotguns were yet other dimensions of activity for scientists and schoolboys. Small wonder, 
therefore, that the pupils found the total experience exhilarating but exhausting. 


The results, however, more than justified all the hard work. A wide range of specimens 
was collected by the various departments, later to be presented in an impressive display at 
Bulawayo Natural History Museum. 


Particularly interesting was the adaptation of fish to the fluctuating river regime. The 
small pools of water remaining in the vast sandy bed of the Umzingwane revealed an incredible 
variety of fish species. Icthyologist John Minshull discovered no less than 39 species of fish 
surviving in the various shallow pools. 


For the schoolboys the expedition ended in dramatic fashion with the long overdue rains 
pouring down ina tremendous cloudburst. Tributaries to the Umzingwane raged and for a few 
hours the ‘Hunters Camp’ contingent were cut off from the Doddieburn headquarters. The 
previously small crystal clear pools in the river bed were metamorphosed by the swirling brown 
waters surging down the Umzingwane. 


A new cycle of life and regeneration began with amphibians appearing in vocal abundance 
and long hidden insects entering from a myriad hiding places. Rains had arrived, the Lowveld 
throbbed with life, and at the same time the expedition ended. An area of fascinating contrasts 
revealed in generous fashion some of its fecundity and resilient adaptation. 


The Katombora expedition contained a smaller group of scientists and an innovation in 
schoolboy composition with the participation of three Milton sixth formers who had been 
generously sponsored by Bulawayo Rotary Clubs. TheKatombora campsite, if anything, was 
even more impressive than ‘Hunters Camp’ at Doddieburn as it was right on the edge of a 
majestic sweep of the Zambezi. Sunrises and sunsets in a range of hues were viewed from the 
comfort of camp. Early morning and evening flights of waterfowl up and down the river were a 
daily feature which always had the ornithological enthusiasts reaching for binoculars. Even 
more impressive was the stately drifting past the campsite of ‘Bismarck’ an enormous 
crocodile very aptly named, who regularly patrolled the waterways. 


The essential focus of the expedition was obviously on the river and its banks, islands, 
floodplains, and the Katombora rapids themselves. The three key scientific disciplines 
Museums had chosen to focus on were icthyology, ornithology and invertebrates with special 
emphasis on arachnids in the latter department. All three departments collected some extremely 
useful material and valuable scientific data. 


The Curator of icthyology John Minshull did particularly well and has brought the list of 
fish species for the upper Zambezi up to 70. The Regional Director, Des Jackson, displayed 
extraordinary perseverance when night after night he searched for Natal nightjars on a 
floodplain near the Kazungula border, picking his way at times past elephant and hippo in the 
process. Everyone was delighted when he made the first official collection of Natal nightjars in 
Zimbabwe. His patience and meticulous scientific methods were object lessons for the whole 
party. 
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Processing a skin. 


Photo: Peter Wood 


Apart from specimen collecting the boys were given the task, in groups of three, of 
paddling down the Zambezi in canoes from the Kazungula ferry point to the campsite 
sleeping out overnight on the river bank. The river presented obstacles in the form of both 
rapids and schools of hippo, apart from big game encountered on the bank. Undoubtedly this 
challenge was one of the most popular activities of the expedition. 

Museum collecting apart, Katombora provided the added bonus of being in excellent 
game country resulting in sightings of large herds of elephant, buffalo, white rhino, wild dog, 
hyaena, a range of more common ungulates and then on the final evening viewing lion in the 
vicinity of their waterbuck kill. 

Thanks are due to Senior Ranger Adrian Reid for his inordinately generous assistance at 
Katombora, to Gordon Macdonald for superb catering on both expeditions, to ‘Museums’ for 
the Curators’ infectious enthusiasm and willing guidance; but most of all to Falcon schoolboys 
whose good humour, eagerness to assist and sheer exuberance made two magnificent areas a 
pleasure and privilege to work within. 

Scientific data collated over the two trips will ultimately be available at the School’s new 
Natural History Centre and can also be garnered from Bulawayo Natural History Museum. 


L.M.R. 
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Old Boys’ Association 


Correction 

In the January 1986 edition of this magazine, we reported the death of Paul Kennan. This 
was a case of mistaken identity (deceased was in fact an uncle of Paul’s, with no connection 
with Falcon). We apologise for the mistake and are happy to report that Paul, who was head 
of Tredgold in 1968, is alive and well and works in Durban. 


BIRTHS 

CAMERON — to Biddy and Gair, a son in Harare in January 1986 

COHLER — to Joan and Gene, a daughter in March 1986 

DARLING — to Ros and Brian, their second child, a daughter in Paris in December 1985 
DENSEM — to Jean and Andy, a son 

FILER — to Jane and Paul, a son 

GODDARD — to Jenny and Jim, their second child, a daughter in Harare in February 
HARINGTON — to Sharon and Piers, a daughter in Welkom, R.S.A. 

LANGHAM — to Helen and Kevin, a son 

MAARSCHALK — to Helena and Pieter, their third son in September 1985 
MIDDLETON — to Brenda and Tim (staff), a son, in Bulawayo 

NEWBOULD — to Julie and Rob, a son, in Harare in January 1986 

SALMON — to Libby and Andy, a son, in Harare in February 1986 

SOLE ~~ to Sue and John, their third child, a daughter, in Harare in February 
STIRLING — to Carol and Kenyon, a son, in Bulawayo in January 1986 

WALKER — to Anna and Peter, a daughter, in Johannesburg in November 1985 
WALLER — to Debbie and Bundu, a daughter 

WILD — to Teresa and Andrew, a daughter, in London in August 1986 


ENGAGEMENTS 

BROOM — GRAHAM: Russ Broom to Amanda Graham 

RIX — SKINNER: Arthur Rix to Larraine Skinner 

NICOLLE — NUTTALL-SMITH: Philip Nicolle to Moira Nuttall-Smith 
WHITE — MULLER: Michael White to Helen Muller 

JORDAN — KAVANAGH: Mark Jordan to Helen Kavanagh 

BEWES — SMITH: Nicholas Bewes to Charmaine Smith 

RODGER — MUNRO: Simon Rodger to Kate Munro 

BLEVIN — HACKETT: Rodney Blevin to Sue Hackett 

WOLTON — GEMMILL: Richard Wolton to Alison Gemmill 
HALSTED — TEASDALE: Paul Halsted to Janine Teasdale 

BION — TAYLOR: Richard Bion to June Taylor 

O’NEILL- WILLIAMS — TAYLOR: Dave O’Neill-Williams to Carol Taylor 


FORTHCOMING MARRIAGE 
CAMPBELL — STRINGFELLOW: Ewen Campbell to Tessa Stringfellow in East London 


MARRIAGES 

BRENNAN — MAHER: Michael Brennan to Judy Maher, in Harare 
JACKSON — KENNY: William Jackson to Jeanne Kenny, in Bulawayo 
TERNOUTH — HUTCHISON: Ian Ternouth to Mary Hutchison, in Harare 
TAYLOR — FISHER: Matthew Taylor to Judy Fisher, of Toronto, in Harare 
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OLD BOYS’ NEWS 


ZIMBABWE 


DON ALEXANDER (1970) and PETER ALEXANDER (1976) are company director and 
sales manager respectively, with a company in Bulawayo 

PETER CHARSLEY (1967) does farming and other business in the Bulawayo area, also farming 
are STUART CHARLTON (1962), ROBIN GREAVES (1956), ALISTAIR COULSON 
(1968) in the Esigodini district and DAVID HELFER (1980) in the Fort Rixon area. 

JOY-ANNE COX (1979) now teaches at Girls’ College in Bulawayo 

DREW SHAW (1985 has been a Rotary Exchange Student in Ohio, U.S.A. for the past year, but 
intends going to university in Natal in 1987 

OLIVER DAVIES (1985) is an auditor/part-time student, planning to reside in South Africa 
for study purposes 

JOHN KAUFMAN (1975) is General Manager, and in the same business is 

PAUL KAUFMAN (1976) 

KIM MACKAY (1981) is a merchandiser with Sales House 

TIM SOULLIER (1975) is a manufacturing manager with Edgars in Bulawayo 

ROGER WELSH (1970) is a merchandise director 

DAVID HEATHCOTE (1970) is the assistant Stock Feed Manager of National Foods, 
Southern region 

TONY NOBLE (1965) is an accountant with Coopers and Lybrand 

ANDREW PUGH (1978) appears to have completely recovered from his goring by an elephant 
during culling operations. He is Senior Game Ranger in Chisarewa National Park, Binga 

ANDREW HOLBORN (1981) is an articled clerk 

ANDREW LAING (1968) is with Fawcett Security Operations in Bulawayo 

JONATHAN PRETORIUS (1979) is a yacht master in the British Virgin Islands in the 
Caribbean 


Congratulations to 

RICHARD CALDER (1964) who has been appointed Executive Director in charge of finance 
of Rio Tinto 

IAN HELBY (1959) who is now Executive Director of the Discount Company of Zimbabwe 

IAN KIND (1961) who is Operations Director for National Foods and as such rubs shoulders 
with the President at football matches; and to 

TIM JOHNSON (1964) on his appointment as Managing Director of Cairns’ chemical 
subsidiary, Natioal Chemical Products. Tim is married, with two daughters, and his hobbies 
include reading thrillers and autobiographies; he enjoys French food and wine, and 
collects Persian carpets. 


ALAN DOUGLAS (1981), who lives in Harare, has spent some time travelling the world, 
visiting the U.K., U.S.A. and several countries in Europe 

PIETER MAARSCHALK (1971) is with a firm of consulting engineers in Harare 

JACK WHITE (1956) recently won the coveted Photographer of the Year award for a graphic 
photograph of firemen battling with a fire in Speke Avenue, Harare, last September. 
With a similar interest is 

JOHN DABBS (19170), is a director of Albida Hamara Publications in Harare, and at 
the moment is keen to track down good photographic material takenin the Zambezi Valley 
for a projected large format book. He would be grateful for any FOB offers. 

PRUE LAMY (Taylor) (1972) is settled in Highlands, Harare, and kept busy by her two 
children. She and her business-man husband often see 


BRUNO TURNER (1976), who is much better now, still working for Grinakers and enjoying 
his cricket. Younger brother GUY (1979) was last heard of in London, and elder brother 

JOHN TURNER (1973) runs a small private junior school in Chiredzi 

MIKE McKENZIE (1973) is deputy headmaster of St. John’s in Harare, is married with a 
son and a daughter 

JOHN MARAIS (1979) is currently teaching in Mutare 

ANDREW STEWART (1979) will be joining the Falcon staff in 1987. to teach history 

FELICITY TAYLOR (1980) has finished nursing at Grey’s in Natal, and is teaching art and 
sport at Lilfordia, before going to England to continue nursing 

NICK SCHEIDJE (1983) has finished his B.Comm. at Maritzburg 

RICH WAKEFIELD (1985) is off to do a trade in the British Army in January 

ANDREW SALMON (1977) is married to Libby, has one son, plays a lot of tennis and cycles, 
and is emigrating to Libby’s home in Scotland 


Congratulations to 

ANDREW CAMPBELL (1980), who has recently been awarded a Rotary Scholarship for a 
year’s post-graduate studies in advanced journalism. He is not yet sure whether it will be in 
London or North America. Meanwhile he continues to edit the magazine for the Chamber of 
Mines. 


R.S.A. 


IAN WILSON (1978) sent news of his brother BARRY (1980) who has qualified as a Chartered 
Accountant and in 1987 will be embarking on a world tour, and of 

IAN WOOLLEY (1977) who is in London in the oil business. 

GRAEME LOGI (1969) is Branch Manager with Stannic, has one child, enjoys golf and 
squash and is chairman of the Natal Hockey Umpires Union. 

RICHARD SINEK (1976) graduated from Liverpool with a degree in Electronic Engineering 
and is with Control Logic in Durban. 

DAVE BOLLEURS (1958) has his own business in Insurance Broking in Pietermaritzburg, has 
three children, and his eldest son is currently doing his national service. 

MIKE BOLLEURS (1958) is Regional Manager, Natal and Transkei, of a company market- 
ing pharmaceuticals. He is married with three children, and enjoys occasional golf, 
playing to a 7 handicap. 

NICK MORLEY-SMITH (1970) is a General Practitioner in Pietermaritzburg and has been 
seen on the squash courts on numerous occasions. Late news is that he is in Hastings, Sussex, 
and likely to stay there. 

SIMON HOLDSWORTH (1964) is Managing Director of a large trucking operation in 
Pietermaritzburg, and also farms a small-holding at Winterskloof. 

GUY PILLANS (1976) is working for Rembrandt Tobacco Company as a Promotions Manager 
for John Rolfe cigarettes. He has given up sport, apart from golf and social cricket. He is a 
member of Berea Rovers Club in Durban and often sees 

MIKE SAMUELS (1964) who is still single, and his brother DAVE (1967) who has his own 
business in Printing and Photography; still plays cricket, rugby and golf, and is also a 
member of Berea Rovers Club. 

MIKE GORDON (1962), brother of Peter and Marcus, is still with C.G. Smith Sugar as their 
Development Manager. He intends running the two oceans marathon. 


Amongst FOBS still at University are 

ANDREW COOPER (1985), SEAN HIGGINS (1985), both in Natal 

BRUCE CAMPBELL (1985), GAVIN WERNER (1985) and DAVE CURTIS (1983), who 
played rugby for Southern Universities against Northerns, are all at U.C.T. 


In 


MIKE LOUBSER (1978) is doing Optometry at R.A.U. 

THOM RUDD (1982), who is a third year student in Phys. Ed., with Psychology as his other 
major, has his sights set on Loughborough, and is very active in athletics, having captained 
the athletics team, sat on committees, etc. He sees 

PETE MAVER (1982), RICH McQUADE (1983), PETE COULSON (1983), MARK 

FRANKLIN (1983), MIKE STOBART (1985), TONY HAWGOOD (1983) and CHARLES 

STEWART (1983) who are all at Rhodes University in Grahamstown. 

Also in Grahamstown are 

TONY DAVEY (ex-staff) now at Kingswood, and BILL McQUADE (ex staff) who, incidentally, 
will be taking up his post as headmaster of St. Anne’s, Hilton, in 1987. 


GREAT BRITAIN 


MIKE COHLER (1969) wrote in June as follows: “. .. many things have happened in the past 
year here, and perhaps the most significant for me is the forthcoming closure of our Physics 
Department at the University of Bradford, as a part of the major restructuring of the 
British University system that is currently in progress. However for myself it has in fact 
worked out rather well, as the entire Nuclear Physics research group here is in the process 
of transfer to the University of York in the coming September, so that the Physics Department 
there will be strengthened by the presence of the three permanent staff plus other research 
associates and postgraduate students who will be transferring as a complete group. So I 
will be a little schizophrenic for a year or two with teaching courses at both institutions 
until the students on the course here complete their studies. 


Research has been dynamic too, with my new interest in the subject of U!tra Relativistic 
Collisions, involving me in work at CERN in Geneva, where a large multinational team of 
physicists are working towards achieving for the briefest moments of time a ‘Quark-gluon 
plasma’! This is a conjectured state of matter which may have existed during the first mic- 
rosecond of the creation of the universe, and so if the experiment works will be most 
interesting in adding to our understanding of both the fundamental forces of nature as well 
as the early stages of the universe. 


Travel has also taken me to California in April this year to attend a conference 
associated with the research I mentioned, and seems to have caught the interest of many 
physicists around the world. 


My brother GENE is now well settled in as a staff member at Cornell University in 
New York State. He and his wife are getting used to being parents too, witha little girl born 
in March 1986. 


I have a very busy time in the sus.mer months with annual reports and grant 
applications to prepare, as well as marking ‘0’ level papers to bring ina little extra funding 
for the annual holidays! In between these worries I have to fit in a meeting in Geneva ina 
few weeks, and am also doing a week at Durham as an Open University summer school 
tutor. So Iam taking only two weeks holiday in August, and have to be back for the con- 
ference at H arrogate on 25th August. Immediately following that our research group will 
move to York, so by the time I get to the beginning of the University term in October, Iwill 
be in need of a holiday. 

My two daughters are growing up fast and now at ages 8 and 5 seem to require an ever 
increasing source of funds to keep up the activities they are interested in. 

I wonder if anyone at Falcon took up my suggestion about Amateur Radio? Iam nowa 
fully fledged class A licensee, and have had a lot of fun making contact with other ‘hams’ 
around the world. I still find it very exhilarating to talk to people as far apart as Colombo, 
Canada and the Middle East, all from my own home. I even had a chat with someone in 
South Africa, lam sure I could get the address of your local Radio Authority if you wanted 
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to take this up. In the meantime the address of the South African Authority is Director of 
Telecommunications, Private Bag X74, Pretoria, 0001...” 


DAN CULLEY (1981) is in Pembroke College, Cambridge University, and has 
recently been joined there by 

MARK TERNOUTH (1985), who was awarded the Windmill Scholarship (congratulations!) 
to read natural sciences, with the intention to specialize in Chemical Engineering. 

ADRIAN DARLING (1970) is still with the same firm, is married, with a small daughter and 
lives in Windlesham, west of London. 

CHRIS GRUNDY (1971) worked temporarily in S.W.A. but his permanent address is 
51 Arundell Close, Westbury, Wiltshire BA13 3UA. 

JOHN HUNT (1963) It was good to hear from him after all these years. After attending 
R.M.A. Sandhurst, he served in the then Rhodesia for a while, but moved to England in 
1971 and ultimately became the youngest Lieutenant Colonel in the British Army—his 
regiment The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers. He spent most of his time in West Germany with ‘the 
odd foray in that quagmire, Northern Ireland’. In the same regiment is 

TIM HAWKINS (1965), Major, and an application to join the regiment had been received 
from 

WARWICK HARDY (1985), who had been attending Diss High School, Norfolk. 

GREG MILTON (1975), doing his ‘year-out’ in the middle of an architecture degree at 
Manchester University, decided he preferred that to studying full-time and has been with 
that firm of architects ever since. We hear he is completing his degree part-time and 

finding time to travel on assignments to places like Dubai and Copenhagen. He is still 
unmarried. 

ROGER SINEK (1975) shares a flat with Greg and they are both actively involved in music 
and have their own studio in the basement. 

ANDREW WILD (1967) has passed his final examinations of the Royal College of Surgeons of 
both Edinburgh and Glasgow, and has returned to London to further his studies in Neuro- 
surgery. 

RICHARD WOLFE-DAIMPRE (1967) wrote from 28 High Street, Seal, Kent TN15 OAPin 
February “... Ihave beenin England with my family since June ’84. Am currently witha 
company, Croydon Cable Television, one of the first twelve companies in the U.K. to have 
been granted a broad band, fully interactive cable television franchise. My position as 
Sales and Marketing Manager has entailed the establishment of a marketing plan, 
recruitment, training and controlling a sales force selling cable television subscriptions to 
the public. Cable and satellite television is an industry that is gathering momentum and 
should, within the next few years, begin to reach U.S. proportions. However the provision 
for interactivity within our systems broadens the horizons and takes televisioninto a whole 
new realm of communications technology. 

Ihave established contact with PAUL SEFTEL albeit by telephone, with the promise 
of getting together to exchange progress reports. However our mutual schedules have 
precluded a get-together so far. 

Now that we are settled I would be delighted to establish contact with other FUBS in 
the U.K. either at my home address or at Croydon Cable Television, Royal Oak House, 
Brighton Road, Purley, Surrey CR2 2BG — Tel: 01-66- 6092.. 

My position as Chairman of the Cable Television M arketing Association enables me 
to travel quite extensively in the U.K. and Europe with the occasional trip to the U.S. so 
would have the opportunity to establish contact with FOBS...” 

NEILL STANSBURY (1976) is Company Secretary and legal adviser to N.E.I. Parsons Ltd., 
a company which specialises in the manufacture of turbine generators for power stations 
worldwide. In between business trips to Japan, Turkey, Canada, Indic, etc., he lives in 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. His younger brother PETER (1982) has just graduated from Reading 
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University, has not yet found an opening in Microbiology, and is at the moment living on the 
telephone, trying to sell advertising space for an unknown magazine. He will probably find a 
niche in pharmaceuticals eventually. 


FRANCE 


BRIAN DARLING (1968) wrote in January “... From the address you will see we have 
moved from Abu Dhabi to Paris. The Oilfield Service Industry in the Middle East finally 
went into deep recession in 1985, and so in June I was transferred to Head Office. We were sad to 
leave Abu Dhabi. It had been a most enjoyable two years. During 1985 I had the 
opportunity to travel quite a bit from Abu Dhabi. In April, my wife, Ros,, and our son Ben 
(then seven months old) went off to Pakistan and India with me ona business trip. They 
did the markets and sights of Islamabad, Karachi, Rawlpindi and Delhi whilst I worked. 
The highlight of our trip was to the Taj Mahal. It is as spectacular as everyone says! In 
February I went to South Korea for a week to visit a shipyeard. A very interesting, if 
austere, country. 


The job in Paris involves quite a lot of travel also. I have been to the U.S. three times 
and down the coast of West Africa—Gabon, Congo, Zaire and Angola. It is very much a 
staff job, but I am enjoying it. I go to Singapore and the Far East next week. 

We have a small house in the suburbs, just outside Paris. It takes me about 40-50 
minutes to get to work on the Metro. We bought a house in the country in the Southy West 
of France in 1984, and it has been a joy since we moved to Paris. It is just a little too far for 
weekends, but we go down for any longer breaks. We are about 25 km from Bergerac in the 
Dordogne, which is quiet, good food and wine. 


Ros produced number two on December 8th, 1985...” Office address is 
Dowell Schlumberger, 8 Rue Bellini, 75782 Paris Cedex 16, France. 


CANADA — U.S.A. 


ANDREW STEYN (1977), having sold his gardening business which he built up in Florida, 
moved to Ohio, where he is based as a pilot for ‘State Aerial Farm Statistics’. He gets 
around and does a lot of aerial photography. He has become interested in the big-time golf 
scene and is dating Arnold Palmer’s secretary. 

JIM BOOTH (1961) has lived in Vancouver for about seven years, and finds it a delightful 
city. He is a financial consultant working with new business ventures. He is married to 
Sandra and they have two sons. His recreations are ski-ing and camping and he is very 
active in the Boy Scout movement. 

JEREMY HAILE (1968) is also in Vancouver, is married and has two daughters and a 
son. 

HENDRIK VAN BEUNINGEN (1970) graduated from U.C.T. with a Bachelor in Business 
Science degree, married and moved to Johannesburg. After being in banking and dabbling in 
the stock market for four years, he moved to Atlanta, Georgia and opened his own business, 
trading in the financial futures market. Their first child was expected in August. 


AUSTRALIA 


TONY BILBROUGH (1957) is with a mining company—Mt. Isa Mines, Ltd., Mt. Isa, 
Queensland, Australia, 4825. 

BRUCE DODD (1970) is with lawyers Stephen Jacques Stone Jones, 69 Second Avenue, 
Rossmoyne, Perth, 6155, W. Australia. 

MICHAEL ELKAIM (1970) (address: Edmund Barton Chambers, Level 43, M.L.C. Centre, 
19-29 Martin Place, Sydney 2000) went to Australia in 1980, after completing his Master 
of Laws degree in London. He now practises in Sydney as a barrister, and is married with 
two daughters 
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FALCON OLD BOYS’ GATHERING AT THE STEYN’S HOME 
IN NEWLANDS, CAPE TOWN, ON 28th DECEMBER 1986 


PETER AND JENNY STEYN (Staff 1961-170). Peter continuing with his mixed career of 
writing, photography, lecturing and acting as ornithological guide to safari groups in Botswana. 
Peter and Jenny will attend the 3rd World Conference on Birds of Prey in Eilat, Israel in 
March 1987. 

ANDREW STEYN (1977) was home from the United States for Christmas. He is now a 
commercial pilot taking aerial photographs for ‘State Aerial Farm Statistics Inc.’ which has 
its headquarters in Toledo, Ohio. 

DOUGAL ANDJILL TURNER were guests of honour on their Christmas visit to Cape Town 
and the main reason for the gathering. Accompanied by: 

GUY TURNER (1979) recently back from six months in London where he met CHARLIE 

KNAGGS (1980), RUSSELL FINLAYSON (1976) and PATRICK SMITH (1975). 

BRUNO TURNER (1976) who is still working in Harare for an engineering company. 

PAUL AND WENDY CANNON (1967). Paul is now headmaster of St. George’s Grammar 
School in Cape Town. 

BRYAN AND SHEILA ROFF (1982). Bryan is now Bursar at Bishops. 

JOHN ROFF (1984) has just completed his first year of environmental science at U.C.T. 

JOHN AND MARGARETHE BRAITHWAITE (1973). John is in Merchant Banking. They 
were accompanied by their small daughter for whom Margarethe was about to produce a 
sibling (several doctors present alleviated any worries the hosts may have had). 

JIM BRAITHWAITE (1981) (Governor) was visiting John for Christmas. 

PETER AND BRIDGET PHILIPS (1984). Peter is teaching at Bishops and Bridget is a book- 
keeper at St. George’s Grammar School. 

ANDREW AND PRUE DU TOIT (1972). Andrew is a radiologist at Groote Schuur Hospital. 
They have two daughters. 

PETER AND CHILLY PILLANS(1965). Peter is a specialist physician and lecturer at 
U.C.T. and Groote Schuur Hospital. He has just completed his M.D. thesis which was typed 
up by Chilly. They have a son and a daughter. Peter’s brother JOHN (1962) is a commercial 
pilot based in Johannesburg. 

JAMES MILLER (1966) is in anaesthetic practice in Cape Town. 

DONALD MILLER (1968) is an anaesthetist at Tygerberg Hospital and is enjoying the 
research opportunities there. 

COLIN AND ALISON ARMSTRONG (1962). Colin is a treasurer with Sandvik in Johannesburg. 
Colin was in Peter Steyn’s first Sixth form English class and now has two sturdy sons. 

(Tempus fugit!) 

JOHN AND CECILIA RICHARDSON (1973) John has just been appointed Academic Head 
of Boston House College in Cape Town. Cecilia is a matron at the Medical Residence at 
U.C.T. They were accompanied by their sons Brett and Kevin. Cecilia’s son GORDON 
KEITH (1976) looked in briefly. 

ROD PALMER (1966) was a welcome late arrival for tea. He is an architect in private 
practice in Cape Town. He is married with two children and is so busy that he is still trying to 
find time to finish his own house. 

BERT AND MARGARET HAYES (1974) were delighted to meet up with many faces from 
the past. They are living in Cape Town. Their three sons are all doing well MALCOLM 1970) 
in medicine in Cape Town, ST. CLAIR (1972) asa vet. in Knysna and IAIN (1973) in business 
in Johannesburg. 

TED AND MARILYN MARAIS were in Cape Town for the wedding of their daughter Gilly. 
Several past and present staff attended and thoroughly enjoyed themselves. They were able 
to drop in briefly before rushing off to the airport to meet Gilly. 
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JOHN MARAIS (1979) is teaching history at Sakubva in Mutare. He was able to relax and 
catch up on news. 


LATE NEWS FROM SOUTH AFRICA... 
submitted by Roger Thomas from various sources, some authoritative, some dubious 


TERENCE MILLARD BATE (1962) has graduated from peddling pony rides, through bush 
racing to the Sport of Kings as a racehorse trainer having recently won his first feature race in 
Kimberley. Apart from training up to eight racehorses his livestock transport business is 
thriving in Kyalami. Dependable attendee at FOB functions with long-time partner Binnie 
Hickman. 

OLIVER HICKMAN (1973) is a computer person with Cargo Carriers in Johannesburg. 

MARCUS GORDON (1963) is reported to be in the insurance business in Cape Town, and 
living in Llandudno. 

GIL COTTRELL (1962) continues to grow and nurture his Corporate Consulting Group. 
Having been in the firm some 15 years must say something for its (and his) resilience. 

Occasional sailor, wine collector and oyster gourmet. 

ROB WINDSOR (1962) is still with Mobil in Cape Town. 

JOHN GRAYLING (1962) was recently seen on holiday in Cape Town with wife Helen and 
two daughters. Working in Durban at the honourable profession of beer making. 

WILLIAM OSBURN (1958) a veritable expert at controlled family planning having sired his 
second child after a space of 25 years—a daughter Melinda born to him and Liz on 3rd 
October. 

FRANK LABUSCHAGNE (1959) reported to be farming in the Lydenburg district. 

NEVILLE ARMSTRONG (1967) has finally become a “gentleman of property”’ having 
bought a house in Greenside East, Johannesburg, cunningly located within putting distance 
alongside the Parkview Golf Course. He continues to operate his accounting practice, 
N..D. Armstrong & Co., a firm whose annual staff party involves Neville going out to 
dinner with his wife Lesley. 

COLIN ARMSTRONG (1962) regular FOB function attendee who was recently in Sweden 
on business for Sandvik. 

NICK FINNERON (1967) reputed to be with Nedfin Bank in Johannesburg. His brother TIM 
(1968) in the RAF, appeared in the Honours List with a MCVO for services as a Royal 
equerry. 

MIKE LAING (1958) attended a FOBS braaiin December with wife Barbie. He reported that 
IAN LAING (1958) ,isin Natal, and that father VIC LAING (ex Staff) is returning to South 
Africa for the sixth time to live in Pretoria with his wife Georgina! Mike’s son GEOFF (1984) 
has just written Matric and won a bursary with JCI. 

JEREMY COWEN (1961) and wife Carole have been transferred by Plantopia to their 
Durban Branch and are now living in Kloof. 

MIKE SPURLING (1963) writes that he is single again (it is the fourth or fifth time!) and has 
his own company servicing the transport industry and is reported to be getting on pretty well. 
He breeds Fan Tail pigeons and has pairs to give away to Old Falcons (very selective). 
Shortly after this information was received Rob Filer reports that Mike badly damaged his 
back ina swimming accident and is currently in hospital. We sincerely wish him a speedy 
recovery 

RICHARD HARRIS (1966) and wife Fiona were at the FOBS braai. Still employed by Anglo 
and living in Brackenhurst near Johannesburg they have three sons, Brett, Murray and 


Scott. Fiona teaches and Richard still keeps on running—into his 5th Comrades. 
BARRY HOUNSELL (1980) is with the Perm Building Society in Sandton. 
MILES DIVETT (1972) now lives in Edenvale. 
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ANGUS SAMUELS (1968) is in London, his address is c/o Hoare Govett Ltd., Heron House, 
319/325, High Holborn, London. 

ROBIN FILER (1962) stalwart FOBS committee member and genial host of annual braat. 
Heis still inindustrial and mining plastics, currently hoping to take over the polyurethane 
division of another company and will possibly merge with one or two others to make a more 
meaningful and viable entity. Doing quite a lot of singing when time allows and very nearly 
finished renovating that Sunbeam Tiger he keeps telling us he’s nearly finished 
renovating. 

GUY PODMORE (1982) married Liz in September. He left BMW and formed a company 
with Liz marketing cosmetics. 

RICHARD BOTTON (1982) is working on the mines in Witbank on contract. 

JEREMY COCHRANE (1980) moved from R.S.A. back to Harare. 

GARTH BARRETT (1963) is seen around and about in Johannesburg especially at FOBS 
functions. He is reported to be doing deals, exporting and insurance of various sundry 
enterprises. 

MIKE ROBINSON (1977) valiant up-dater of the FOBS address lists is with Frank and Hirsch 
in Johannesburg. 

PAUL FILER (1974) is now working for Astra in Harare onthe Caterpillar Tractor dealership 
on the financial side. Has a son and daughter. 


Others seen around Johannesburg are GUY WINCHESTER-GOULD (1964); RALPH 

OXENHAM (1959), M.D. of Mega-Plastics, and PAUL MOSELEY (1973). 

DAVID CARTWRIGHT (1958) has been seen by Mike Laing. David's son Russell (1983) is 
doing a B.Sc. at Pietermaritzburg. David and wife Di are living in the Barberton area. 
ROB EVANS (1985) has just finished his first year B.Com. at Pietermaritzburg University. 

JEREMY DAY (1962) is reported to be a property wheeler dealer in Cape Town. 

FRED GOLDSTEIN (1960) is still at the U.C.T. Computer Centre. 

MARK HODGES (1971) and wife Liz are settling into parenthood. Mark is with the Alan 
Gray Investment Counsel. 

RICHARD PHILLIPS (1962) is married to Zilla and living in Randburg. He is a senior 
Secretary with Rand Mines. 

RONNIE DURBACH (1967) is an estate agent in Cape Town. 

ADRIAN GARDINER (1961). This irrepressible FOB is rapidly becoming a national personality 
with considerable press and TV coverage of his various exploits, notably his winning of the 
Durban July, and the sale of his Natal stud farm. 

ROB THIRKETTLE (1962) started his agricultural implement business in 1983 in White 
River and having survived the first year is steadily treading down the long path to 
prosperity. 

ROGER THOMAS (63) in the course of his business (or so he claims) managed to get around 
a bit in 1986 including in his schedule such diverse locations as North America, Hawaii, 
Japan, Germany and Hong Kong. He even managed a week or so in Calcutta India after a 
spell in Lauritius. Otherwise no change. 

ALAN HENDRIE (1967) is about to be transferred by his engineering firm from Cape Town 
to Johannesburg. 

ALISTAIR COOKLEY (1972) is to be seen on TV from time to time as a member of the pop 
group Hotline—looking slightly rounder despite some energetic work on the guitar. 


DAVID JAMES (1970) has his own company dealing in aircraft sales—‘‘very quiet at 
Present’’—and pilots for Progress Air and Rennies, flying mainly to Zaire. He encountered 


Dougal Turner one murky evening at Lanseria Airport when all sensible people were firmly 
grounded and was helpful in tracing the whereabouts of a diverted aircraft. David gave news of 
RICHARD BLACKWELL (1967) Chief Pilot for Seardel Air in the Cape; 
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GAVIN HARWOOD-NASH (1977), flying for a Harare-based company; and 
MARK FRASER-VALENTINE (1980) who is Chief Ranger at Mashatu Game Reserve in 
Botswana. 


The Johannesburg Branch of the Old Boys organised a very successful formal dinner at 
the Wanderers Club on the 18th March 1986. Unfortunately the Headmaster and Mrs. Todd 
were unable to attend this function (because of visa problems!) but they were represented by 
asenior member of the Falcon staff, Mr. E.J. Marais. Among those attending, together witha 
large number of wives and partners, were the following: 


T.A.J. BRAITHWAITE MIKE ROBINSON (1977) 
(Board of Governors) BARRY HOUNSELL (1980) 

ROGER THOMAS (1963) ALAN BOX (1963) 

C.B. ARMSTRONG (1962) COLIN HUME (1983) 

R.T. HOPE-HALL (1972) MARGARET GOODBURN (1983) 

N.D. ARMSTRONG (1967) J. WIMBUSH (1959) 

OWEN SALMON (1975) GRANT FRASER-VALENTINE (1982) 

M. WOLFSON (1973) R. KELLEY (1960) 

J. BRAITHWAITE (1973) STEVE RITCHIE (1973) 

D.M. SPURLING (1963) G. RITCHIE (1973) 

AUDREY SOUTAR (Staff 1985) PAUL STRYDOM (1978) 

SHARON SOUTAR(1981) ROB LAUBSCHER (1981) 

MIKE McDOWELL (1976) IAN KEAY (1975) 

MIKE LAING (1958) SIMON GRANT (1982) 

ADRIAN GIBSON (19180) JULIAN MENASHE (1973) 

NICK JUDD (1976) TONY LINCK (1967) 

A.J. CROSBIE (1967) DAVE TENNICK (1980) 

D. GLASS (1973) TED MARAIS (Staff) 

JEREMY COCHRANE (1980) WILLIAM OSBURN (1958) 

TOM POWELL (1980) T.J. BATE (1962) 

IAIN PETERS (1959) GUY PODMORE (1982) 

DAVE SCHONFELDT (1979) ROBIN FILER (1962) 

N. FINNERON (1967) JOHN DILMITIS (1980) 

JON COLE GARTH BARRETT (1963) 

MARY COLE (DUGMORE) DOUGAL AND JILL TURNER 
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